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noe unreaſonable , accounts of the od 
 phonemens of Witchcraft and Faſting. 
07, and contribute to the DEFENCE 
of the Truth, and certornty of matters, 
which you. know by Experiments that * 
could not degeive 3 "in ſpite of the Hil, 
exceptions of thoſe that are reſolved to 
ip nothing i in affars of this nature. | 
ND if any thing were to he mugh | 
- zeof Won ders nor only 
of Nature $/ eek is 2 conflant Prodiey) 
but of Mey and Munpers z it would be to 
. me matter of 4ſtoniſhmen;, that Men, 0- 
. thetwiſe wy aud ingenious , arc fallen 
into the:conceit that there's xo ' ſuch thing 
_ as a Witch or Apparition , bur that theſe 
are the creatures of Melancholy and Su- 
perſtition, foſter'd by ignorance ang. 77 th 
_ which:, comparing the confidenceaf their = 
| c ety ef with the evidence of the- mr 
» dented; and the weakneſs of their-arge 4:4 
__ would almoſt ſaggeſt, thatthemſttves are 
an a gument of ar they deny and chat 
fo. erin an Opigion zoulg nor be held 
- upon: fuch inducements, butby fome kind 
of Wi cherafs and F aſctnation in the Fan- 
9. = cats ns that evil EE whoſe 


In- 


permir - 
cap 2 viadrIN atempes that by fra 
 ertifice, which he: could: never 
off by epep wayes of aftings and the 
ſucceſs of all wilcs depending upon theix 
"are and concealment , his infivende- 1s 
never more dangerous than when his 
c1.is leafk fuſpeFed. In order therefore ta 
the carxying on the dark and hiddev deſigns 
he manageth again our Happineſs, and 
_ Souls, he cannot expect to: advamage 
If more, than by inflating a beb 
Tha there is wa [uch thing as himſelf > 
fear and foncy make Devils now,” as 
lid Gods of @ld. . N 
[men-10 ſodengaeoran 
Jonding enfiblg evin 


and upon his infront are nat dif 


ted andremoved.' 
*FIS doubtleſs therefore the 
this Agent of darkneſs to have. 
eligve; [that the ##r{en 
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cir belief charchere are ſuc 

- only upon 'their | Faith: arid 
ence to: the Divine Oracles;, which -* 
lictle reaſonto-apprehend: ſo great | 
- aflertors. ,. as to: command: much 
aſſent, eſpecially in ſycht "—_ 
: they have" corrupt intereſts. a- 


.% 


ainſt vit: evidence, So: thar” -he:that-_ 
re:is no Witch, believes a Dewil 
at leaſt upon ſuch induce 


2n ar agree © . 1a 
d infigelity', we are: beholden to: them 
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eing matter of Fad? , is only ca» 
"the evidence of  a#thority and 
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ly confirm'd, All Hiſtories arc 
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. not only of the rude and barbarows, but of 
. bringstidingsof their ſtrange performans 
_ ces, Wo. » of thou- 
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nds of .&ye and car-witneſle thoſe 
not of the eaſily deceivable vulgar only, _ | 


2 NT ESE. 
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| but of wiſe and gravediſcerners, and that 


Po . 


- when no intereſt could. oblige them to a- 
._ gree together in a common .Zye: I ſay, 
we have the light of alltheſe circumſtances 
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% d l'Y - 
"# 3 Is: 


mera's ; that the graveſ®, 
ers, 


: weed 
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ges have been Murder 
rlogs Fools, or defigning - 
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ſe that can. believe 
= That'tis abſurd and impoſſible there ſhould 
e 4 Witch or Apparition, Andlam 
fidedt , wete thoſe” Ukile 
againſt the d 
their owneviitnce 
FF mens 
| deave retoval of th 
they have received avainſt it, de chief 
; ch I ſhall patticularly deal with 5's 
_ I begin wich that 69/d' 


(1.) JOHE NOTION of 2 Spirit  im- 
_ J  poſlible axdcontradictious, and 

conſequently ſo.s that of Witches, the be- 

Hef of which's founded on that Dottrine, 


—_— — 


_O_ _ ——_—. 
_— 
— 


i. 
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' FJ"O WHICH 0BFECTION 1 an- 

i KF ſwer, (1) If the notion of a Spi- 
r1t be ſo abſurd as is pretended , that of a 
: 
? 


God, and a Soul diſtini# from watter, and 
immortal, is likewiſe an abſurdity, And 
then, thatthe world was jJzmibled into this 
 elzgantand orderly Fabrick by chance ; and 
\ that'our Soxls:are only paris of Matter, 
that came together we know not whence, 
_F -norhow; and (hall 'again ſhortly, be 4i/- 
ſolv'd intothoſe looſe Atoms that compound 

: chem: Thar all our coxceptions are bur the 
gg nhruſtiagotonepart of mattcr againſt an- 
+" D other; and the 1dea's of our-mindes meer 
blind and caſual motions : Theſe and a 

& thouſand more the grofſeſt impoſiibilities 

_ and abſsraities (conſequents of this Pro- 
poſton, That the notion of a Spirit f 53 
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_  ſurd) will be ſad certainties. and demonſtra- 
 4iens. And with ſuch Aflertors I would 
ceaſe to diſcourſe about Witches and Ap- 
parittons, and addreſs my ſelf to obtain 
- their aſſent ro truths infinitely more Sa- 
cred, | 
AND yet (2) chongh it ſhould be gran- 
ted them, that a ſubſtance immaterial is as 
much a contradiftion as they can fancy ; 
yet why ſhould they not believe that the 
Air and all the Regions above us may have 
their 1nwiſible intellefFuall Agents, of was 1 
ture like unto our Souls , be that what it 
will ; and ſome of them at leaſt as much 
degenerate as the wileſt and moſt miſchie- 
v0 among Men, This Hypotheſis will 
be enough to ſecurethe poſcibility of Wit- 
ches and Apparitions : andthart allthe up- 
per-Stories of the Univerſe are furniſh'd . 
with 1nhabitants, *tis infinitely reaſonable 
to conclude from the analogy of Nature ; 
Since we ſec there is nothing ſo contem- 
ptible and vile in the world we relide in, 
but hath irs living creatures that dwell up- 
onit; the Earth, the Water, the infert- 
_ our fir ; the Bodicsof Animals, the fleſh, 
the sþin, the entrails ; the leaves, the 
roots, the ſtalks of Vegetables; yea, and 
ES all 
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y, alltheſe havetheir proper 
I fuppoſe this Rule 


ndes of bodies in 


_ ſteve the improvement of microſcopical ob- 
fervations will diſcover. From whence. 
EL tnfer, Thar ſince chis little ſpor is fo rhick- 
_ Jy peopled in every Atome of it, "tis weak- 
; - nefsto think that all the vaſt ſpares above, 
.j and hollows under ground , are deſert and 
'\ wxinhebited, And if both the ſuperioar 
' and lower Continents of the HMniverſe have 
their inhabitanes alſo, 'tis exceedingly im- 

| | probable, arguing from the ſame enzlopy, 
- _. rhat they arc all of the meer ſenſtble. n4- 
- #976, but that there are at leaſt ſome of 
._ the Rational and IntrlefFual Orders. 
*_ Which ſuppoſed, there is good foundati- 
-on for the belief of Witches nnd Appuriti- 
vs, though the #91i0n of a Spiris ſhould 
prove as abſurd and urphiloſephicel, as 1 
zudge the denyal of it, And fo this firſt 

_- Objection comesto nothing. I deſcendthen 
- - tothe ſecond -Prejadite , which may bc 

thus formed in behalf of the ObjelFors. 


H, THERE 


A 


S, _ 
wes , #0 remae pla- $2. 
fon inte Cary, 
other Creatures, (3) 


y ull the hurts 11 their vwn 


# Bl hreve received tn 
| of 96 ' mtEering ; | 


by te « certdin eden | 
< b1'a Familiar. Theſe #r| | 
inconſiftewt wit — 
Spirits, and « powers: of bo pov 
|: *nd miſerable Agems. And therefore te _ 


performed only : 


ib ds 


IT to this ObjeFion L return, (1) in 
) the (earSg i 
ATCA ) wnlg ay Figer e 


- 


$4: 
-f 


thoſi | {the ay of _ 
the ++ 5 would eſtroy.. For theſe . 
circumſtances. being exceeding, unlikely, 
HS: .by the meaſures of common. be- | 
lief, 'rz5-the greater. probabil ty they are. 
| not fititions z For the coptrivers of Fifi. 
ens uſe to form; them. as near asthey can |} 
On d'$ 0) the moſt unſoſpetted realis | 8 
 * "ets endeavouring ro make them look as *' 


 dikewathasispoſhible inthe main Ppolats, | 
Cn withal they make them ſtrange in 
one but a fool or mad- 


- man would rclate with a purpoſe of <-__ 
lieved,.thar. he ſaw in Ireland, Men 


1hoofs on their. heads, and eyes in their 
breafts x or, if any ſhould beſo ridicu- 
"FED : 
| louſly vain; as to be ſerious in. ſuch an i»- 
credible; Romance, it: cannot bt _ - 
that. all 7; ravellers. that come-into thoſe. 
parts after him ſhould tell the ſame ſtory. 
There is large feld in fid#ion; andif all - 
thoſe Relations were « bitrary compoſuti- 


GR Pn — FTI "ons, 


* .us. doubtleſs rhe firſt Rowancers. would 
' have framed them more agreeable to the 
| corhmon doarineof: Spirits ; ar leaſt, at- 
.cer theſe ſuppoſed abſurdities had been 2 
# thouſand rimes langh'd ar, -people. by this 
& time would bave-learn'd to corre&rhoſe 
B obnoxione extravagancies 5 and though 
| they have not yet-more veracity than the 

- Ages of Tenorance' and. Superſtition , yet 

| one:would expe they ſhould have got 

S more cunning. This ſuppos'd impeſibilety 

| then of: theſe performances, ſeemsto mea _. 

Þ. probable argarnent that they are not. wilful 

and deſigned forgeries. And if they are 

# Fancies, 'tis ſomewhat ſtrange that Ima- - = 
| gination which is the moſt various thing *.. 
Þ&. inallthe world, ſhould infinitely repear the 

TF fame concert in all rimes and places... _ 

_. BUT again (2) the ſtrenge Attions re- 

# lated of Witches, and preſumed impoſſible 
are not aſcribed to their own powers 5 but 
to: the Agency of "thoſe! wicked: Confede- 
rates they imploy : Andro affirm tharthoſe ' 

| evi! ſpirits cannor dothat which we con- | 
q.- ceit 7z»poſbrble, is boldly to tint the -pow- . 

__ersof. Creatures, whoſe natures and: Ia- 
culties we know not ; and to mealure the 

world of ſpirits by the narrow rules of our 

"Y #8 


Trad and paſt 4, des of orhens 4 and we 
know. many things may be dane by the 
. Mathematicks, and Mechanich Artifice, 
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which common heads think 4 p dies 1 | 


ai bey yond fs i and albovitie, 
of che moſt (roms Agonts among us, @ | 
theirs are beyondrhe wit and abiliry of the | 
- moſt ruſtick and illiterate 3 So thatthe us | 
*- moſt rharany mans reaſon inthe worldca | 
amount tointhis particular , 13 oy this, + 
"that he cannot coxceive how fuch = 
can be performed ; which only nrer the I 
weakneſs and imperfeition of our | knew- 
1d appreheuſtons, not the immpeſs 


fe perfarmances ; and we can | 
no more from hence form an argmincar | 


againſt cbews,than againſt the molt erdina- 
xy effeits in Nature, We cannor conceive 
-how the Fatns is form'd inthe Womb , not 
as much/as how a Plant ſprings from the 
"Farth werread on 5 we know nat how our 
- Souls move the Bady, nor how theſe dift ant 
and extream natures are united : | And it * 
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ti we arc 22207471 of the moſt 8bv70vs things 
e M about us, and the moſt conſiderable within 
e&W our ſelves, 'ris then no wonder that we 
eB know nor the conſtitution and; powers of the 
\ I Creatures, to whom we are ſuch Rrangers.. 
) & Briefly then , 22atrers of fafF well proved 
| F ought not tobe: denied, becauſe we cannar 
| | conceive how they can be performed. Nor 
 F ixit a reaſonable merhedof inference, firſt 
Þ co preſume the thing in (0 and thence 


| 22749m AA. 72 
| toconclude tharthe fa& cannot be proved. 


F Onthe comrary, we ſhould judge of the 
J 47i0n by the evidezce, and nor the evi- 
gence by the meaſures of our fancies about 


the a&iov, This is proudly to exalr our 
owh opinions above the cleareſt refbime- 
3 ms and moſt ſenſable demonſtrations of 
Tf: and foto give the Lye toall Marn- 


F of our bold imaginations, Bur yet further, 
(3) I THINK there is nothing in the 
F ſtances mention'd , bur whatmay as well 
$ be accounted for by the Rules of Reaſon _ 
and Philoſophy, as the ordinary affairs of ? 
_ Nature, For in reſoiving natural Pharos. 
_ mens, we can only aſſign the probable 
cauſes, ſhewing how things may be , not © 
| grefuming how they are. Andin the par- 
a __ ticulars 


eulars under our Examew, we may gi 
an account how "ris poſſible , and not ay. 
likely, chat{uch things (though ſomewhg; 
varying from the common rode of Nature) 
may be acted. And if our narrow ang 
contracted mindes can furniſh us with ap. W 


vrehenſions of the way and manncr of 
EE performances , though perhaps not 
che true ones, 'tis an argument thar ſuch 
things may be efteed by creatures, whoſe: 
powers and knowledge are fo vaſtly ex- 
_ceeding ours. I ſhall endeavour therefore 
briefly to. ſuggeſt ſome things that may 
render the poſsibzlity of theſe performan- iſ 
ces conceivable, in order to. the removal 
-of rhis ObjefFion, that they are contragi- i 
 GHons and impoſſible, 2] 
FOR the Firſt then, That the confed:- 
rate Spirit (ſhould tranſport the Witch iſ 
rhrough the. Air-to-the place of general 
Rendezvous, there is no difficulty in con- 
ceiving it 3 andif rhatbetrue which great 
Philoſophers affirm concerning the real 
 ſeparability of the Soul from the Body with- 
- out death, there is yet leſs; for then ris * 


<aſiero apprehend , rharthe Soyl, having - 


” - 


i  Þ leftisgroſsand [uggiſh Body bebihge ir, 
= and being cloath'donly with its jmmediare N 


dit no principle of Reaſon or Philoſophy 5 
ſince Death conliſts not ſo much in- the 
atual ſeparation of Senl and Body, as in 

the indiſpoſetion and unfitneſs of the Body 

_ for vital union, as anexcellent Philoſopher 

W hah made good. On which Hypotheſis, 
\ the Witches anointing her ſelf before ſhe 

- rakes her flight , may gp ſerve to 
keep the Body teantable, and in fir diſ- 

- poſinion to receive the Spzrie at its return, 
Theſe things, I ſay , we may conceive, 
though I affirm nothing about them 3 and. 
there is.nothing in ſuch conceptions but. 
Whathath becn own'd by men of worrh : 
and-name-, and may {ſeem fair and 4c= + 
connjable enough to thoſe who judge not 
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altogether by the meaſures of the popy- 
| lace, and euftomary opinion, And there's 
a ſaying of a great Apoſtle that ſeems to 
countenance this Platonick opinion , 
what is the meaning 'eIfe "of "that ex- 
preſſion : [Whether in the body or out of | 
the body 1 cannot tell ] except the Soul may_ 
be ſeparated from the body without death ; 
which if it be granted poſsible, *tis ſuffici- 
ent for my purpoſe.. And 
'F D. The Transformations of Witches 
into the ſhapes of other Animals, upon iſ 
the ſame ſuppoſ i5 very conceivable, fince 
then 'tis ealie enough to imagine ,- that the 
Power of imagination may form thoſe paſ- '! 
fre dhd pliable vehicles into thoſe ſhapes, - 
with more caſe than the fancy of the Mo- 
ther canthe ſtubborn matter of the Fertus 
inthe womb, as weſce it frequently doth-: 
inthe inſtances that occur of Signatures 
and monſtrous Sinzularittes; and perhaps 
ſometimes the confederate Spirit purs tricks + 
upon the ſenſes of the ſpetFators, and 
thoſe ſhapes are only Hluſrons. © 
BUT then (3.) when they feel the 
-burts in their groſs bodies, that they re- | 
ceive in their «Jery vehicles , they muſt be 
- ſuppoſed ro have been. really preent, ” 
caſt 
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leaſt in theſe latter 5 and *tris no more dif- 
- ficult to apprehend how the hurts'of hoſe 
\ ſhould be tranſlated upon their other bo- 
dies,” then how diſeaſes ſhould be infliffed 
| by the imagination ,"or how the fancy of 
the Mother ſhould wound the Faxtss, as ſe- 3 
|__veral credible relationsdo atteſt, 7 
AND (4.) for their raiſing forms and 
tempeſts, rhey do itnot, be (ure, by their 
own, but by the power of the Prince of the 
Air, their friend and allie ; and the Cere- 
| _ monies that are enjoyn'dthem, are doubt. 
leſs nothing elſe but entertainments for 
their /mag1nations, and are likely defign'd 
to perſwade them that they do theſe ſtrange 
things themſelves. 
"AND (laſtly) for their being ſ#c#'d by 
. the Familiar, 1 ſay (1) weknow fo line 
- of the nature of Damons and Spirits, that 
tis no wonder we cannot certainly divine 
the reaſon of ſo ſtrange an ation. And 
| yet (2) we may conjeQure ar ſome things 
__that may render it leſs improbable, For - 
ſome have thought that rhe Geri (whom 
_ boththe Platonical and Chrifian Antiqui-. 
ty thought embodied) are recreated by the 
reeks and wapours of humane blood , and 
the ſpirits that derive from them, Which 
=" I ſ\up-. 
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- unlikely, - every thing being refreſh'd and .Þſ 
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ſuppoſal. (if wegrant them bodies) is not 


noxriſh'd by its like. And that they. are 
not perfectly abſtr at? from all body and 


matier; befidesthe reverence WE oweto 


the wiſeſt antiquity, thereare ſeveral con- 


fiderable arguments 1 could alledge to 


render it exceeding probable. Which 


E things ſuppoſed Z the DeviF'F ſucking the 


Sorcereſs is no great wonder , nor difficult 
to be accounted for. . Or ppRgs (3) this 
may be only a 4tabolical Sacrament and 


Ceremony toconfirm the helliſh covenant,” 


To which I adde, (4) That which to me 
ſeems moſt probable, viz That the Fami- 
liar doth not only ſuck the Wi:ch , but in 


the ation infuſeth ſome poiſonous ferment 
"_ o . | o On : 
into her, which gives her imagination and 


Spirits a magical tinfture, whereby they 


become mi/chievouſly influential : and the 
word wvenefica intimates ſome ſuch matter, 
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Ss þ «ſpirit having breath'd ſome vile vapour in- 
BH tothe body of the Fitch, it may 24int her 
blood and ſpirits with a noxious quality, by 
which her infedFed imagination, heightned 
by melancholly, and this worſe cauſe , may 
do much hurt upon bodzes that are impreſ- 
- ſible by ſuch influences, And'tis very like- 
.. Iy chatthis ferment diſpoſerh the Imagina- 
tion of the Sorcereſs to cauſe the mention- 
ed ed 0apnad, Or It eparation of the ſoul from 
the body, and may perhaps keepthe body in 
fit temper for zts re-entry 3 as alſo it may 
facilitate transformation, which, it may 
| be, could nor be effected by ordinary and 
w#naſiiſted imagination. TR. 
Thus we ſee *tis not {o deſpcrate to 
form an apprehenſion of the manner of 
theſe! odde performances ;; and though 
they are not done the way I have deſcrib'd, 
yet what 1 have ſaid may help us toa con- 
ccit of the poſſibility, which .ſufficerh for 
my purpoſe, And though the Hyporheſos 
I have gone upon will ſeem as unlikely to _ 
_ ſome, asthe thingsthey attempt to explain 
- -areto others, yer 1 muſt defire their leave 
to ſuggeſt, that moſithings ſeem wnlikely 
(eſpecially to the concetied and opiniona- 
tive) at. firſt propoſal; and mapy great 
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truths are ſtrange and improbable , till cu. MW : 
| flom and acquaintence have reconciled I + 
them toour fancies. And Ile preſume to 
 adde on this occaſion, (though Ilove not 
to be confident in affirming ) that there is | 
| none of the Platonical ſuppoſals I have * 
_ uſed, bur whatI could make appear to be iſ 
| fair and reaſonable, to the capable and un- 


; 
| 


prejudic'd. | - 


at 


4 


TJUT (II1.) 7 come to another preju- 

' dice againſ# the being of Witches, 
which is, That 'tis very improbable that the 
Devil who is 4 wiſe 4nd mighty ſpirit, 
ſhould be at the beck of 4 poor Hap , and 
have ſo little t0 do, as to attend the errands | 

_ of the impotent luſts of a filly old woman. 
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"TO WHICH I might anfwer ,(1) 
__ MF That'tismuch more #wprobable that _ 
_ _ allthe yorldſhould be deceiy'd in warrers 
of f47#; and circumſtances of the cleareſt } 


' evidenceand convidion; than that the De- E 
| oil, who is wicked, ſhould be allo «nwife ; 
- and thathe that per{wades all his ſubje&s_ 
| - and accomplices out of their wits , ſhould 
# himſelf a& like his own temptations and 
_ perſwaſions. In brief , there is nothing 
more ſtrange in this objeion , than thae 
| wickedneſs is baſeneſs and ſervility, and 
SM tharthe Devil is at leaſure to ſerve thoſe 
he is at lea(ure to tempt , and induſtrious 
._toruine. And again, (2) I fee no xeceſfbtty 
- to believe that the Devil is alwayes the 
Witches confederate ; bur perhaps it may 
 fitlybe corfidered, whether the Familiar 
be not ſome departed humane ſpirit, for- 
 ſaken of God and goodneſs, and ſwallow- 
' edupby:the unſatiable deſire of miſchief 
| -andrevenge, whichglbly by the laws 
_ _ and capacity of its ſal cannot execute 
immediately. And why Weſhould preſume 
that the Devil ſhould haverthe liberty of 
wandering up and down the Earth and 
| Air,when he isſaid to be held in the chains 
_ of darkneſs ; and yet thar the ſeparated- 
* ſouis of the wicked, of whom no ſuch 
" thing is affirm'd in any Ss acred Record, | 
ſhould be thought ſo iw5priſon'd, that they 
| cannot poſſibly wag from the place oftheir 


_ Confinement, I know no ſhadow of conje. 
' Qure. This conceir I'm confident hath 
- prejudic'd many againſt the belief of pix. 
ches and Apparintons ; they not being able. 
_ to conceive that the Dew! ſhould be ſp 
ludricous as appearing ſpirits are ſome. 
times reported to be in their frolicks; and 
they preſume, that ſouls departed never re. 
_ wwiſit the free and open Regions ;-which 
- confidence I know nothing to juſtifie 
For ſince good men in their ſtate of ſepara- 
7101 are {aid to be in'yſcu, why the wicked | 
may not beſuppoſed to be indium; in the 


worlſt ſenſe of the word, I kw nothins 


to helpmeto imagine, And if it be ſup- 
poſed that the Imps of Witches are ſome- 
times wicked-ſpirits of our own kinde and 
2ature , and pallet the /ame that have 


been Sorcerers3 


= +4 itches 1n this life : 

This ſuppoſal may#glve a fairer and more 
probable account of many of the ations 
of Sorcery and Witchcraft , than the other © 
Hypotheſis, that they are alwayes Devils, iſ 
And to this conjeQure 1'le adventure to 

1ubjoyn another, which alſo hath its pro- I 
bability, vic, (3) Thar *ris not impoſlible | 
but that the Familiars of Witches are a 

_ vile kinde of ſpirits , of a very inferiow 
_ contiey- 


n 


hy, 


: + conftitution and nature, and none of thoſe - 

1 W char were once of the higheſt Hierarchy, 
. Þ now degenerated into the ſpirits we call 
WM Devils. And for my part I muſt confeſs, 
» MW chat 1 think the common diviſion of ſprrits 
BH much too gereral ; conceiving it likely 
| W there may be as great a variety of 7ntel- 

WW 1[c#2al creatures in the inviſible world, as © 

\ there is of Animals in the wiſfible : and 
8 thatallthe ſoperiour , yea, and inferioar 
Regions, have their ſeveral kindes of ſpi- 
'B 7:45 differing in their matural perfettions, 
BB as wellas in the kinds and degrees of their 
| depravities ; which being ſuppoſed , *tis 
very probable that thoſe of the baſeſt and 
meaneſt Orders are they , who ſubmit to 
the mention'd ſervilities, And thus the 
| ſageſs and grandeur of the Prince of 
rag need not be brought into que- 


' —_ 


hye—_— 


i BY (IV) the opinion of Witches ſeems 

= © 70 ſome, 10 accuſe Providence, and 10 

Þ  ſaggeſt that it hath expoſed Innocents ro the 
tuty aud malice of revengeful Fiends 3 Jes, 
re, | _ /. 
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and ſappoſeth thoſe mot obnoxious , {uM 
whom -we mi oht | moſt reaſonably expect x : 
more ſpecial ratelary care and proteftion, 
woſt of the crnel pratfices of thoſe. Pre. þ 
ſuw'd Inſtruments of Hell, being wn 
Children, who as they leaſt deſerve to be 
deſerted by that Providence that ſuperin- 
rends all things, ſo they moſt need its guar- 
" dian influence, i 


TS : this ſo ſpecious an 0bje7on I 
ÞK hHavetheſe things to anſwer, (1) 
Providence is an unfathomable Depth; ll 
and if we ſhould not believe the Phew 


mena of our ſenſes, before we can recon- 
cile them to our nations of Providence, 
we muſt be groſſer Scepricks than ever yer 
was extant, The miſeries of the piiſens 
_ life, the unequal diftributions of good and 
evil, the ienorance and berbarity of the. 
greateſt part of mankinde, the fatal di|[- 
 4dvantazes we are all under , and the 5a- 
zard we run of being eternally miſerable - 
and undone ; theſe, 1 ſay, arethings that 
can hardly be made conſiſtent with that 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs that we are ſure hath - 
made, and mingled it {elf with all wr 
| ——Ad 
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4 hd: yet we believe there is a beaut -*T and 
harmony, and goodneſs inthat Providence, 
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", 9 chough we cannot wnriddle it in particular 
t-W cnftances ; nor , by reaſon of our igno- 
"WF canceand imperfeRtion, clear it from con- 
jradiffing appearances ; and conſequently, 
| we ought not to deny the being of Witches 
and Apparitions, becauſe they will create 
| us ſome difficulties in our 1ottens of Pro- 
widence, But to come more cloſe , (2) 
Thoſe that believe that T»fants are Heirs 
of Hell, and Children of the Dewilas ſoon. 
BM as they are diſcloſed tothe world , cannot - 
ff certainly offer ſuch an objeRtion 3 for 
what is a little trifling pain of a moment, 
tothoſe eternal rortures, to which, if they 
die as ſoon as they are born, according to 
the tenour of this Dodrine, they ate ever- 
_ laſtingly expoſed ? But however the caſe 
ſtands as to rmhar, 'tis certain, (3) That 
- Frovidence hath,not ſecur'd them from 
other v1olences they are obnoxious to,from 
cruelty and actident; and yet we accuſe 4 
not-when a whole Townful of 7vnecents 
| fall a 7i#imto the rage and ferity of bar- 
© barous executionerf in wars and Maſſacres. 
To which I adde (4) That 'tis likely the 
'n nſch jef is not ſooften done bythe evil fet- 


s, 


ye EG 
of Ae * Wh AE a 
">. = 3 
_ - Boe r:-1, OG 
\ "LES 
F 3" 220 
CI 


H 0 
£ v5 yo La Es 
p17 "- 
: " Zoab'tn 
[La 
iy - _— ; 
an % L : 2 - 1 Þ 
* - Kong * g 
-_- » A 0 o j 
# 4 : 
% : 


Ye OW 4 I Wn Bt Ys GER bs. | 
EN wh EIe Ne ODEs, 9 Sony 0 S943. OR OR SI 
ty FOO ITE! SO VDMT>, $2 Wt © OE 2 LOTT” 4 FE 
I 2 $ ts _ 3 bo 7 + Ks : x S d. % AIFLE <4, DTS b 28 - l 
5 : be \ 4 I, v & % et) > 7 -, BY Ov _— $ 
4 ST: EI. 5 fo ER. © | MS.» * MES, apts” 2 EET 
nn of . a> ? \ : —» ? SS. _ NY % . - $ ey Is Y 
4 , : ig FLY » 
& ? By "WE LD : K .& 
* y i 
: We wn OE AR et + En, 
" | "45 - by x : - 
_ : _ > 
pf 4 { : 
* ; | 
< 1 , 
a 
' - 
ot 


rit immediately, but by the malignant in. 


ment, which is infuſed'into her by the Fc. 

_ wiliar, So that I am apt to think there 

may be a power of real faſcination in the l 

Witches eyes 2nd imagination, by which for 
_ the moſt part ſhe a&s upon zcnger bodies, M 
Neſcio quis teneros oculus —— —For the 
peftilential ſpirits being darted by a ſpright- 
ful and vigorous imagination from the eye, 
and meeting with thoſe thar are weak and 
paſsive in the bodies Which they enter, 


quality, that makes dangerous and frange 
alterations in the perſon invaded by this 

poyſonous influence : which way of ang 
by ſ#b1il and inviſible Inſtruments , is or-- 


#5, And tis now paſt queſtion, that na- 
tyre for the moſt part afts by ſubiil ſtreams 
and " Sha of minnte particles , which 

paſs from one body to another. Or hows- 


aliryof which we. doubt not , though. the 
manner of, aftlon be unknown, Yea, the 


fluehce of the Sorcereſs , whoſe power of 
hurting conſiſts in the fore-mention'd fer Wl ; 
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| vinary and familiar in all natural effcien- N 


ever that be, this kinde of agency is as con- iſ 


hathcall'd ſympathy and antipathy, the re- 


thing | 


will not fail to infetF them with a oxious 
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| BY as how ixfe#on (ſhould paſs' in 
-W certain te2nulous ftreams through the air 
& from one houſe to another ; or , as how 
Bf the bitingof a mad Doz ſhould fill all the 
BW blood and ſpirits with a wenomons and m4- 


| lign ferment ; the application of the ver-_ 


F :doing the ſame in our cafe, as that of 
| conta# doth in the. Yea, ſome kindes of 


| more ſenhible way, as by ſtriking, giving 


W 4pples, and the like, by which the cona- 


B g/ows quality may betranſmitted, as we ſee 
aiſeaſe often are by the rexch. Now in 
| this way of conjecture, a good account 


may be given why Wriches arc moſt pow- 
erful upon Childrens and #1morous perſons, 


viz. becauſe their ſpirits and imaginati- 


W 015 being weak and paſsive, are not able 


to reſiſt the fatal iyvaſion ; whereas men 


of bo!d mindes, who have plerity of frong 
_ and vigorous ſpirits are ſecure from the. 


| contagion, as in peſtilentlal Airs clean bo- 
dies are ndr fo liable to infeRion as are 


F other tempers. Thus then we ſee "tis like- 
ly enough, that very ofrenthe Sorcereſs her 


- {elf doth the miſchief , and we know , de 
s /*0, that Providence doth not alwayes 


ſecure 
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1 faſcination are perform'd in thisgroſſer and 
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ſecure us fromone anothers ijuries, Ap 
yer I muſt confeſs , that many times all 
the evil ſpirit is the miſchievous Agey, 
though this confeffion draw on me anoths 
objeQion, which I next propoſe, | 
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(V.) Þ VS it may be ſaid, thr ih 

wicked ſpirits c47 hurt us b iſ 

the direion, and at the defire of « Witch, 
one would think they ſhowld have the fame 
Power 10 do ws injury without inſtigation 

compact ; and if this be granted , 'tis i 
wonder that we are not alwayes annoy d and 


 Enfeſted by them, To which 


——— — —_ _ LE 


_TF RETURN, (1) That the laws , liber- 
ties, and reftraints of the inhabitants 
" of the other world are to us utterly un- 
known; and this way we can only argue 
our ſelves into confeſsons of our ignorance, 
whichevery man muſt acknowledge that - 
is not as immodeſt, as ignorant. It muſt be 
granted by all that own the being , power, 
_ andmalice of evil ſpirits, thar the ſecgriry 
| - We 
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weenjoy is wonderful , whether they a& 
by Witches or 'not 3 and by what Laws 
they are kept from making us a prey , to - 
ſpeak like Philoſophers, we cannot well - 
yea, Why they ſhould be permitted 
tempt and ruine us in our Sowts , and re- 
ſtrain'd fromrouching or hurting us in our 
| Bodies, is a myſtery not calily accountable. 
But yet (2) though we acknowledge their 
F power co vex and torment us in our bodies 
alſo; yeta reaſon may be given why the 
| are 11 frequent in this kind of miſchief 
vis. becauſe their main defignsare levell'd 
againſt che intereſt and happineſs of our - 
$ Souls, which they can beſt promote, when 
their ations are moſt ſly and ſecrer; 
| whereas did they ordinarily perſecute men 
$ 10 their bodies. their agency and wicked 

| influeace would be diſcover'd , and make 
a mighty noiſe in the world , whereby 
men wonld be awaken'd to a more ſuitable 
and vigorous oppoſition,by the uſe of ſuch 
means as would engage Providence to re- 
 ſcue them from their rage and creelties, 
and at laſt defeat them in their great pur- 
poſes of undoing us eternally, Thus we 
may conceive that the ſecarity we enjoy. 


may well enough coyfiff with the ws 
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 andwalice of thoſe evil ſpirits; and yy:" 
on this account we may ſuppoſe that Lang 
of their own may prohibit their a»l;.. 
cenc'd injuries , not from any goodneſ, 
there is in their Conſtizutions, but in order | 
| to the more ſucceſsful carrying onthe pro. 
Jeds of the dark Kingdom 3; as Generals 
forbid plunder, not out of love to their , 
Enemies, but in order to their own ſuc. 
ceſs. And hence (3) we may ſuppoſe a 
_ Law of permiſsion tohurt us attheinſtance iſ 
of the Sarcereſs, may well ſtand withthe 
polity of Hell,{mce by gratifying the wick- 'Þ 
ed perſon they encourage her in walice 
and revenge , ' and promote thereby the _ 
main ends of their black confederacy,which 
are to propagate wickedneſs , and to ruine 
us in our ezerxas intereſts, And yet (4). 
*ris clear tothoſe that believe the H:ftory of WW 
the Goſpel, that wicked ſpirits have vexed IÞ 
the bodies of men, without any i»ſtig ation 
that we read of 3 and atthis day 'tis very | 
_ likely that many of the ſtrange accidents. 
and diſeaſes thar befall us, may be the 2n- 
fliFion of evil ſpirits, prompted to hurt 
us only by the delight they take in miſchief, I 
So that we cannot argue the improbability 
of their hurting Children and others by 
= wirches, 
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MW pitches, fromour own ſecurity and free- 
MM 7m from the effe&s of their malice, which 
| perhaps we feel in more inſtances than 
. weare aware of, 


gw rt 


VI. 


UT (VI) another prejudice 4g4inſt 
| the belief ef Witches, #s, 4 preſum- 
prion upon the enormous force of 'melan- 
. choly and imagination » whith without 

* doubt can do wonderful things , and beges 


fragge perſwafions ; and to theſe cauſes 


ſome aſcribe the preſum'd effedts of Sor- - 
BK cery and Witchcraft, To which I reply  - 
briefly, and yer I hope ſufficiently, 


(Y 
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— mad 
———— {_—— 


(1) HAT to reſolve/all the clear 

circumſtances of Fa, which 

| we finde in well atteſted and confirm'd 
| Relations of this kinde, into-:the powerof 
_ aeceivable imagination, is to make fancy _ 
the greater prodigy, and to ſuppoſe , that 
_t can do ſtranger feats than are believed: 

of any other kinde of faſcination.: And to 
hinkthar Pins and a "a GED; 


——— 
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, bythe power of 1magination be convey'q 


.of Sorcery and Demoniack contratts, And 


| like thoſe that are fought in the clouds, 
when the brains of the deluded ſpettators 


fa&#., becauſe their imagination may de- 
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within the skin 3 or that imagination, 
ſhoulddeceive-ſo-many as have been wit. 
neſles in objets of ſenſe, in allthe circum. 
Rances of diſcovery 3 this, I ſay, istobe WW 
infinitely more creduloxs thanthe aſſertors 


by the ſame reaſon it may be believ'd, that 
all the Batrels and ffrange events of the 
world., which our ſelves have nor ſeen, 
are but dreams and-fond tmazinations, and 


are the only Theatre of thoſe fancied tranſ- 
attihns. And. (3) ro deny evidence of 


ceive the Relators, when-we have no rea- 
ſon to think ſo but a bare preſumption, 


that there is no ſuch thing as is related , is | 


quite to deſtroy the credit of all humane 
teſtimony, and to make all men lyars in a 
larger ſenſe than the Prophet concluded tn 


 lhis-haſte.For not only the melancholick and 


the fanciful , but the grave and the ſober, 
whoſe jadgements we have no reaſon to 
fuſped ro be tainted by their imaginations, ' 


|have fromtheir own knowledge and,expe- 
rtence made reports of this nature, Burt 
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KH eothisic will poſſibly be rejoyn'd, the Re-" 
|. 7 will be another prejudice againſt the 
W ©belict Icontend for, viz. CEN 


E. 


VII. 
(VII) & ths a ſuſpicious circum- 
ance that Witchcraft i bat 
a fancy,ſfince the perſons that are accaſed ave 
commonly poor and miſerable old women, 
who are overgrown with diſcontent and 
melancholy, which are wery imaginative 3 
and the perſons ſaid to be bewitch'd are 
for the moſt pars Children, or people wery 
weak, who are eaſily impoſed upon, and are 
apt toreceive ſtrong impreſſions from n0- 
thing: whereas were there any ſuch thing _ 
really, "tis not likely; but that the more cun- 
ning and ſubtil deſperado's, who might the 
more ſucceſsfully carry 8n the miſchievous 
deſigns of the dark Kingdom , ſhonld be 
oftner engazed in theſe black confedera- 
cies, aud alſo owe would expe? effeits of 
the helliſh combination pox others than 
the innocent and ignorant. - 


Da 
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O WHICH obje#i0» it might 
JF perhaps be <nough to rerurn (as if 
hath been above ſuggeſted) rhat nothing W 
can beconcluded by this and ſuch like ar- W 
_ guings, butthatthe policy and wexages of 
the :nffruments of darkneſs are to us alto- 
_ gether #nknown , and as much inthe dark 
as their natures , mankinde being no 
more acquainted with the reaſons and me- 
thods of ation in the other world , than 
poor Cottagers and Mechanicks are with 
the intriques of Government, and reaſons 
of State. Yea peradventure (2) .tis one 
of the great deſigns , as 'ris certainly the 
intereſt, of thoſe wicked Agents and Ma- 
chizators , induſtriouſly to bide from us 
their i»flaences and wayes of aftinz , and 
to work, as near as is .poſc:ble, incognito; 
upon which ſuppoſal *ris cafte to conceive 
a reaſon, why they moſt commonly work 
by, and upon the weak and the ignorant, 
-who can make no cunning obſervations, or 
_ tell credible tales to dere rheir artifice;ſ 
Beſides (3) *tis likely a ſtrong imaginati- 
_ 0», that cannot be weaken'd or diftarb aff 
by a buſie and ſubtil ratiocination, is 2 ne-W 


ceſſaryÞ. 
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-ceſſary requiſite to thoſe wicked perfor- 
- mances 3 and without doubt an beight- 
ned and obſtinate fancy hath a great influ- 
ence upon impreſſible ſpirits ; yea, and as 
| ] have conjetur'd before , on the more 
| paſſive and ſuſceptible bodies, And I am 
|. yvery-apt to believe, that there areas real 
communications and intercourſes between 
our ſpirits, as there are between material 
azents 3 Which ſecres influences, though 
| they are unknown in their nature,and wayes 
of ad#ing, yerthey are ſufficiently felt in 
their effe&#s : for experience atteſts , that 
ſome by the very majeſty and greatneſs of 
their ſpirits, diſcover d by nothing bur a 
| certain noble air that accompanies them, 
| will bear down others leſs great and gene- 
| row, and make them ſneak before them 
and ſome, by I know not what ſtuprfying 
MW verive, will tic up the roxgue, and confine 
the ſpirits of thoſe who are otherwiſe 
brick and weluble, Which thing ſuppoſed, 
the inflaences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an 
| 4Hive and enormons imagination, may be _ 
malig and fatal wherethey cannot be re- - - 
_ liſted, eſpecially when they are accompa- 
_ nied by thoſe poiſonous reaks thatthe evil _ 
ſpirit breathes- into the Sercereſs , which 
ll | D 3 likely 
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likely are ſhot out , and applied by a fancy 
heightned and prepared: by melancholy 
and diſcentent, Andthus we may conceive 
why the melancholick and envious are uſed. 
upon ſuch occaſions, and for the ſame 
reaſon the ignorant,fince knowledge checks 
_andcontrouls imagination z andthoſe rhat 
abound muchin the #mazinative faculties 
do not uſually exceed in the rational. And 
perhaps (4) the Demon himſelf uſcrh the 
zmazination of the Witch fo qualified for 
his purpoſe, even in thofe actions of miſ- 
chief whichare more properly h# 3 for it 
is moſt probable, that ſp:rirs at not up- 
on bodies immediately , and by their xa- 
ked eſſence, but by means proportionate and 
| ſuitable 77ſtrnmenrs thar they ule 3 upon 
which account likely *ris ſo ſtrictly requi- 
-Ted, that the Sorcereſs ſhould believe, that 
ſo her imagivation might be more at the 
devotion of the miſchievous Agent, And 
for the ſame reaſon alſo Ceremonies are 
uſed in Inchantments, viz. for the beget- 
_ ing this 4zabolicel faith, and heightning 
the: farcy.to a degree of ſtrength and vi- 
gaur-ſuthcient to make it a fit inſtr#ment 
for the defign'd performance, And theſe 
think are reaſons of likelihood and pro- 
Ft babllity, 
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bability, why the hellifh confederates are 
moſtly the ignorant and the melancholick, 
To paſs then to another prejudice, | 
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OW... 
(YL) 7 HE frequent impoſtures 


that are met with in this 
kinde, bezet in ſome a belief, that all ſuch 
relations are forgeries and tales 3 and if 
we urge the evidence of a ſtory for the be-. 
lief of Witches or Apparitions, they will 
produce two as {ſeemingly ſtrong and plau- 
ſible, which ſhall conclude in miſtake or 
deſign ; inferring thence , that all others. 
are of the ſame quality and credit, But 
ſucharguers may pleaſe to confider, 


—— 4 —— 


(1) Es i a ſingle reiation for an 
Affirmative , \{ufficiently con- 
| firmedand atteſted, 4s. worth a thouſand 
tales of forgery and impoſture,from whence _. 
cannot be concluded an uziverſal Nega- + 
tive, Sorhat, though all the 0bjeffors ſto- 
ries betrae, and an hundred times as ma- 
ny more ſuch deceptions ; yet one relart- 
| D 4 ON, 
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- 6n, wherein -no fallacy or fraud could be 
ſuſpeRed for our Afirmarive, would ſpoil 
any Concluſion could be erefted on them, 
And 

- (2) IT ſeemsto me a belief ſufficient- 

ly boldand precarious, that all theſe rela- 

 #1ons of forgery and miſtake ſhould be cer- 
- tain, and not ge among all thoſe which 

_ atteſt the Affirmative reality , with cir- 

cumſtances as good as could be expected, 

or wiſh'd, ſhould be true, bur all fabulous 
and vain. And rbey have no reaſon to ob- 
| je&credulityto the aſſertors of Sorcery and 

Witchcraft , that can ſwallow ſo large a 

morſel. And I defire ſuch ©bjeors to 

confider, > 
(3) WHETHER ir be fair to infer, 
that becauſe there are ſome Chears and 

Tmpoſtures, that therefore there are no Re- 

alities. Indeed frequency of deceit and 

fallacy will warrant a greater care and 
caution in examining 3 and ſcrupuloſuty 

_ and [bineſs of aſſent to things wherein fraud 


hath been praffiſed, or may in the leaſt 
degree be ſuſpefFed, But , to conclude, 
becauſe that an old woman's fancy abuſed 
her, or ſome .4naviſh fellows put tricks 
_ upon the #gn0747t and 11merow that PETE: 
ore 
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fore whole Afiiſes have been a thouſand 
WM cimes deceived 1n judgem: nts upon matiers 
' of fa# , and numbers of ſober perſons 
| have beeh forſworn in things wherein per- 
| jury could not advantage them; I ſay, 
| ſuch inferences are as woid of reaſon, as 
they are of charity and good manners, 
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IX. — 
BY7 IX) 71 may be ſugeefted further, 


That it cannot be imatin'd what de- 
ſign the Devil ſhould have in making thoſe 
' ſolemn compacts, frnce perſons of ſuch 
debauch'd and irreclaimable diſpeſuions as 
thoſe with whom he is ſuppoſed to confede- 
rate, are pretty ſecurely his , antecedently 
t0 the bargain , and cannot be more ſo by 
it, fince they cannet put their ſouls our of 
poſſibility ef the Divine Grace, but by the 
Sin that # unpardonable ; or if they could 
= ſo aiſpeſe and give away themſelves, it will 
20 ſome ſeem very unlikely, that a great aud 
- mighty Spirit ſhould oblige himſelf to ſuch © 
_ obſervances, and keep [uch a-do to ſecure 
| the ſoul of a ſilly bay, which "twere odds —j 
| #nt it wonldbe His, though He pat wo) | 3 
| ſel 4 


| | ; 5 - 
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elf ro no further trouble thaw that of by” 
ordinary temptations. ; 
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E - 'O WHICH ſuzzeſtions 'twere e- 
 noughto ſay, thar 'tis ſufficient if 
the thing be well prov'd, though the de- * 
ſign be not known, And to argue nega- 
tively 4 fine, is very unconclufive in ſuch 
matters. The Laws and affairs of the o- 
ther world (as hath been intimated) are 
vaſtly differing from thoſe of our Regions, 
and therefore 'tis no wonder we cannot 
judge of their deſigns, when we know n0- 
thing of their menages , and fo little of 
their atures, The ignorant /ooker-on 
can t imagine what the Limner means by 
thole ſeemingly rude lines and ſcrawls 
which he intends for the rudiments of a 
Pifture; and the Figures of Mathematick 
Operation are non-ſenſe , and daſhes at 4 
_ venture to one un-inftructed in Mecha- 
nicks, Weare in the dark to one axothers_ 


purpoſes and intendments; and there are ff 


_ athouſand intrigues in our little matters, 

which will not preſently confeſs their de- 
_ fign even to ſagacious inquifitors, And 
thercfore *tis folly and-incogitancy to ar- 
gue 
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ove any thing one way or other from the 
defiens of a ſort of Beings, with whom 
= we ſo little communicate and poſhbly 
we can take no more aim., or gueſs at 
their projects and deſignments , than the 
gazing Beaſts can do atours, when they 
| ſeethe Traps and Grns that are laid for 
them, bur underſtand nothing what they 
| mean. Thusin general. 
| BUT 11 attempt ſomething more par- 
| ticularly, in order to which I muſt pre- 
miſe rhatthe Dewzl 1s a name for a Body 
Politick, in which there are very different 
Orders and Degrees of Spirits, and perhaps 
in as much variety of place and ſtate, as 
among our ſelves ; ſorhat 'ris not one and 
the ſame perſon that makes all the com- 
pac with thoſe abuſed and ſeduced Souls, 
but they are divers, and theſe 'tis like of 
the meaneſt and -baſeſt quality in the 
Kingdom of darkneſs ; which being ſup- 
_ Poſed, I offer this account of the probable 
deſien_of thoſe wicked Azents, viz. That 
_ having none to rule or tyrannize over 
- within the Circle of their own nature and 
government, they affte&t a proud Empire 
over us (the deſire of Dominien and Au- 
thority being largely ſpread through the 
RS whole 
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* whole circumference of degenerated nature, 
eſpecially among thoſe, whoſe pride was 


their original traxſereſiion) every one of i. 
theſe then deſires to get him Vaſlals to pay | 
him homage , and to be employed like : 

Slaves in the ſervices of his luſts and ap. 
tetites 3 to gratifie which deſire , *tis like 
enough to be provided andallowed by the i 

conſtitution of their State ahd Govern-- 
ment, that every wicked ſpirit ſhall have 

thoſe Souls as his property , and particular 
ſervants and attendants, whom he can 

catch in (uch compad#s, as thoſe wild Beaſts 

that we can take in hunting, are dy the al- 

lowance of the Law our own z and thoſe 
 Slavesthata man hath purchas'd , are his. 
peculiar goods, and the vaſlals of his will. 

Or rather thoſe deluding Fiends are like 

the {educing fellows we call Spirits, who 

inveigle Children by their falſe and flat- 

tering promiſes, and carry them away to 

the Plantations of America, to be ſervilly 

employed there in the works of their pro- 
fitand advantage. Andas thoſe baſe Agents 

will humour and flatter the ſimple unwary 

Youth, till they are on Ship-board, and 
without the reach of thoſe that might re- | 
_ ſcuethem from their hands : In like man- 

ner 
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| ner the more miſchievous Tempter ſtudies 

 rogratifie, pleaſe, and accommodate thoſe 

he deals with in this kinde, till death hath 

lanch'd them into the Deep , and they are 

F paſt the danger of Prayers , Repentance, 

MW and Endeavours; andthen He uſeth them 

BB aspleaferth Him, This account I think is 

| not unreaſonable, and 'twill fully anſwer 

the Obje&ion. For though the matter be 

not asI have conjecur'd , yet twill ſug- 

| geſt a way how it may be conceiv'a, which 

_nulls the pretence, Thar the Deſign is 7n- 
conceiveable, 


) | 


| 
EL 


ll. ——_— 


X, 


UT then (X.,) We are ftill liable jo be 

 queſtion'd , how it comes about , that 
thoſe proud and infolent Deſigners pra- 
_OHiſe in this kinde upon ſo few , when one 
would expect, that they ſhould be ſtill tra- 
ding this way, and every where be driving 

_ 0x the projett, which the vileneſs of men _ 
makes ſo feiſable, and would ſo much ſerve. 
the intereſt of their lufts.. | : 


mee 


70 
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*O WHICH, among other thins; 
_-J rharmightbe ſuggeſted, Ireturn,(1) 
That we are never liable to be ſo betray. 
8 ed and-abuſed, till by our vile difpoſirion; | 
and rendencies we have forfeited the rme- 
lary care and overſight of the better Spi- 

rits; which , though generally they arc 
_ our guard and defence againſt the malice 

and violence of evil Angels, yer it may 
well enough be thought that ſometimes 
they may take their leave of ſuch as are 

{wallowed up by malice, exvy, and deſire Nh 

of revenge, qualities moſt contrary to 

their Life and Nature, and leave them e x- 
poled to the 7nwaſion and ſolicitations of 
thoſe wicked Spirits ; ro whom ſuch hate- 

ful Anribates make them very ſuitable, 
 Anditrhere be particular guardian Angels, 
as 'tis not abſurd to fancy, it may then well | 
be ſup;oſed, that no man is obnoxious to | 
thoſe projects and attempts, but only ſuch || 
whoſe wile and miſchievous natures have- 
driven from them their-proze&ing Genius. 
And againſt this dereliionto the power 
of evil ſpirits , "tis likely enough what 
ſomeathrm, thatthe Rojal Pſalmiſt dire&s 

. | that 
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W that Prayer, Pſal, LXXI, is, x. Caſt me 
WW nr off in the time of old age, forſake me 
. MW not when my ftrength faileth. For — They 
that keep My ſoul | qu dart 785 Ty oy ty [its 
8 as the LXX and the Yulgar Latin, Ont 
BB cftodinnt animam meam | they take coun- 
BM {4 rogether, ſaying, God hath forſaken him, 

perſecure him and take him , for there is 
yone 10 deliver him, But I adde, (2) Thar 
'tis very improbable, that the ſtate where- 

_ inthey are, will not eaſily permir palpable 
intercourſes berween the bad Genii and our 
nature, {ince *tis like erough that their 
own Laws and Government do not allow 
their frequent excurſions into this world, 
Or, it may with as great probability be 
ſuppoſed, that 'ris a very hard and painful 
thing for them, to force their his and re- 
zu10us bodies into a wiſible confiſtence, and 

4 ſuch ſhapes as are neceſlary for their de- 

| fiens intheir correſpondencies with Witches. 

| For 1nthis action their bodies muſt needs 
be exceedingly compreſ”d , which cannor 

| be well ſuppoſed withovt a painful ſenſe. 

| Andthis is perhaps a reaſon why there are 

 ſofew Apparitions, and why appearing 
| Spirits are commonly in fuch haſte to be 

| gone, viz, that they may be deliver'd Oy 

the 


the #nnatural preſſure of their tender we: | 
hicles, which I confc{s holds more, in the MW 

apparitions of good | than of evil $ pirits, L 

_ moſt Relations of this kinde, deſcribing | 
their diſcoveries of themſelves , as very 

tranſient, (though for thoſe the Holy Scri. M 

pture records, there may be peculiar rea- 


wicked ones are notaltogether ſo quick and 
baſty in their Yiſits : The reaſon of which 
probably 1s, the great ſubrilty and tenuity 
of the bodies of the former , which will ! 
__ far greater degrees of compreſiion, i 
and conſequently of pain , ro make them 
viſible 5 whereas the Jatter, are more fe- i 


ons. © 


Ed wats mite is Har; ad 
W when thoſe motions which convey ſenſible 
B. impreſſions to the Brain, the Seat of Senſe, 
W arc intercepred, Senſe is loſt : So that, if - 
BE weſuppoſe Spirits perfeRly to be dr5joyn'd 
| fromall matter, *tis not conceivable how 
WF chey can have the ſenſe of any thing z For 
how material Objefs ſhould any way be 
F perceiv'd, or felt without viral union with 
BK matter, 'tis not poſſible to imagine. Nor 
F dothic (2.) ſeem ſuirable tothe Analogy 
BY of Nature, which uſeth not ro make pre- 
= cipitious leaps from one thing to another, 

Y bur uſually proceeds by orderly. fteps and 
BY gradations: whereas were there no order 
" of Beings between us , who are fo deeply 

plunged into the groſleſt matter, and pure 

. unbodied Spirits , 'twere a mighty Jump 

in Nature. -Since then the greateſt part 
of the world conſiſts of the finer portions 
of marter, and our own Souls are 1mme- 
diately united unto theſe , ris infinitely 
probable ro conjeQure , that the nearer 
orders of Spirits are vitally joyn'd to ſuch 
Bodies. Andſo Nature by Degrees aſcend- 
ing ſtill by the more refis'd and ſubtle 

" matter , gets art laſt tothe pure Nles or 
_ immaterial minds , which the ?latonifts 
E made 
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made the higheſt Order, of created Beings 
But of this 1 have diſcourſed elſewhere, 
and have ſaid thus much of it ar preſent, 
becauſe it will enable me ro adde another 
Reaſonof the unfrequency of Apparitions 


and Compadts, viz. 
__ (3.) BECAUSE Pts verylikely; that 

theſe Regions are very unſuitable, and iſ. 
proporrion'd to the frame and remper of 
their Senſes and' Bodies 3 ſo that perhaps, 
the Coprſer Spirits can no more bear the 
Air of our. World, than Bats and Owls 
can the brighteſt beams of Day. Nor can 
the, Purer and Better any morc endure the 
noyſem fleams , and poyſonous reeks of 
this Dunghil Earth, than the Delicate can 

| bear a confinement in naſty Dungeons, 

and the foul ſqualiid Caverns of uncom- 

_fortable Darkneſs. So- that *ris no more | 
wonder, that the better Spirits no oftner 
appear,.than that, men are not more fre- 
_ quently inthe Dark Holows under ground, 
Nor 1s't any more ftrange that evil Spiries | 
_ fo rarely viſit us, than that Fiſhes do not _ 
ordinarily. fly in the Air, as *ris ſaid one 


the Batt daily fluttering in the beams of 
the Sun, And now by the help of 1 what I 


_ have 
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ſave ſpoken under this Head, I am pro- 
B vided with ſome things wherewith to dif_ 
F able another ObjeQion, which I thus pro- 
LINES. 


| —_ 


(XI.) JF THERE be ſuch an intercourſe 
| between Evil Spirits 4nd the 

Wicked, how comes it about that there is 

no correſpondence between Good Spirits aud 

the Vertuous ? ſince without doubt , theſe 

are as deſirous to propagate the Spirit and 


Deſigns of the upper and better World, as 
thoſe are to promote the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. SL: 


——_—. —— 


LA HCH way of arguing is {till 
F-: from our 19ngrance of Be State 
and Government of the other World, 

| which »f be confeſt, and may , with- 
our prejudice to the Propoſition I defend. 
But particularly, I ſay, (1) That we 
have ground enough to believe, that Good 

_ Spirits do meme. in, yea , and govers 
our Aﬀairs, For that there is a Provi- 
Rq- : - dence. 
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dence reaching from Heaven to Earth, is 
generally acknowledg'd ; but that this 
ſ\uppoſeth all things to be order'd by the 
immediate influence, and interpoſal of the 
| Sapreme Deity , is not very Philoſophical 
to ſuppole 3 fince if we judge by the 
Analozy of the Natural World, all things 
we {ce arecarried on by the Miniſtry of 
Second Cauſes, and intermediate Agents, 
Andit doth not ſeem ſo Magnificent and 
Becoming an apprehenſion of the Supreme 
Numen , to fancy His immediate Hand 
in every trivial Management, Bur tis ex- 
ceeding likely to conjeture, that much of 
the Government of us, and our Aﬀeairs, 
15 committed to the better Spirits, wirh a 
due ſubordination and ſubſerviency tothe 
Will of the chief ReFor of the Univerſe. 
And *tis not abſurd to believe, that there 
i5 a Government runs from Higheſt to Low- 
eſt, the better and more perfed# orders of 
Being, ſtill ruling the 7nferiour and leſs 
perfetF. So that ſome one would fancy 
char perhaps the Angels may manage , 
as we do the Creatures that God and Na- 
ture have placed under our Empire and 
Dominion. Bur however that is , That 
Ged rules the lower World by the Mizi- 


fry 
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F; fry of Angels, 1s very conſonant to the 
| ſacred - Oracles, Thus, Dent. XXXII. 
viii. ix. When the moſt High divided the 
Nations their inheritance, when he ſepara- 
ted the ſons of Adam,he ſet the bounds of the 
people ,  Kar' a;19pdr_eyſixr bes, according 
to the number of the Angels of God, asthe 

Septuwagint renders it ; the Authority of 

which Tranſlation, is abundantly credited 
and afſerted, by its being quoted in the 
New Teſtament , without notice of the 
H.brew Text, even there where it differs 
from it , as learned men have obſervd. 
We know alfo, that Angels were very fa- 
miliar with the Patiriarchs of old 3 and 
Jacob's Ladder is a Myſtery, which imports 
their min:ſtrig in the affairs of the Low- 
er World. Thus Origen and others un- 
derſtand, that to be ; orig by the Preſs- 
aential Angels, Jer* LI. ix We, would 
have healed BABYLON, but ſhe s not 
 bealed, forſake her, and let us go. Like 

| the Voice beard in the Temple before the 
taking of Feruſalem by Titus, Merafaira- 
& wrriwfes. And before Nebuchadnezzar 

was ſent to learn Wiſdom and Religion - 

among the Beaſts, He ſees a Watcher, ac- 

cording to the 70. an Angel, and an holy 
- = One 
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One come down frem heaven, Dan, IV, 
xiii, who pronounceth the ſad Decree a- 
gainſt Him, and calls it the Decree of the 
Watichers , Who very probably were the 
Guardian Genii of Himſelf and his King- i 
dom, And that there are particular An- 
 -gels that have the ſpecial Rule and Govern- 
ment of particular Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Cities, yea and of Perſons , I know no- 
thing that can make improbable : The in- 
{tance 15notorious in Daxzel, of the An-- 
gels of Ferſia and Grecia, that bindred the 
other that was engaged for the concerns of Þ 
Fndza; yea, our Saviour himſelf tells us, 
that Children have their Anzels, and the 
Congregation of Diſciples ſuppoſed that 
St, Peter had his, Which things , if they. 
be granted, the good Spirits have nor fo | 
Intle to do with us, and our matters , as | 
1s generally believed, And perhaps it 
would not be abſurd, if. we referr'd ma- | 
ny of the ſtrange thwarts, and unexpedted Þ 
events, the diſappointments and lucky co- | 
incidences that befal us , the wwaccountable | 
_ fortanes and ſucceſſes that attend ſome 
tucky men, and the uzhappy fates that dos | 
others that ſeem born to be miſerable, the- 
—____ Fameand Favour that ſtill waits on ſome 


with- 


EO rn EEE 4 ot. A” ws; tl 4 
on mobo ens * 54 ” 1 os es Rea. i, hp NA [ ha, : 7 OSS 
CTY Bd. rea es RAE A tes <A DS. 0 rob Ber tr nt 4s = > TS 
o : . ; : Be 9 
E ' ? 9 bes. 
F- "0 
_—__ - 


LR NN ns - 
OY ES Ret 


— = FA : a Sans. «ed 7 7 I : g Wa y ? oF -» da th 8 | þ ky s < Pos + _ q 
PR! FI. FL FO _ "TELE ed? $M bd ' 3 wet - F 4 . £ P: - : -_ * " 5 ws 
_—_—— _- L 
; 4 ; a 
F 7 3 5 Le EA ” , ” 4 
*Y S;- NS ag « 
Rn” 6 43-1 a 
* 
, F | 4 | | 


withour any conceivable motive to allure 


-it, andthe gezeral neglect of others more_ 


deſerving,whoſe worth 1s not acknowledg'd, 


1Ifay, theſe and (uch like eade things, may 


with the greateſt probability be reſolv'd_ 


"into the Cords and Menages of thoſe in- 


viſible ſaperviſors, that preſide over, and 
govern our affairs. 
BUT if they ſo far concern themſelves 


 tnour matters, how « 1t that they appear 


net 10 maintain a vitible and confeſt cor- 
reſpondence with” ſome of the better Mor- 
tals, wbs are moſt fitted for their Communi- 
cations and thcir influence? To which 1 
have ſaid ſome things already , when I ac- 
counted for the uafrequency of Apparitt- 
0ns'; and I mow adde what I intend for 
another return tothe main ObjeRion, v?s. 
(2.) THAT the apparition of good 
Spirits is not meeaful for the Deſigns of the 
better world, whatever ſuch may be for 
the intereſt of the other. For we have, 
had the Appearance and Cohabitation of 


| the Son of God, we have Moſes and the 


Prophets, and the continued influence of 


| the, Spirit , the. greateſt Arguments to_ 


Motives to excite our Love, and the No- | 
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- - bleſt Enconragements to \quicken and raiſe 
our defires and hopes, any of which are 
more than the apparition of an Angel, Þ 
which would indeed be a great gratificati. 
67 of the Animal Life ,. but 'rwould ren- | 
der our Faith leſs noble andleſs generous, 
were it frequently ſo afliſted : Bleſſed are 
they that believe, and yet have not ſeen. 
Beſides which , the good Angels have no 
ſuch ends to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſlals to ſerve them , they being mini-. 
ſtring Spirits for our good, and no ſelf-de- 
ſigners for a proud and inſolers Dominion 
_ over us, And it may be perhaps not im- 
pertinently added , That they are not al- 
wayes evil Spirits that. appear, as is, I 
know not well upon what grounds, gene- 
rally imagined 5 but thatthe extraordina- 
ry detefFHons of Murders, latent Treaſures, 
alſi fie and 'uufulfil'd Bequeſts, which are 
ſometimes made by Apparitions , may be 
the courteous Diſcoveries of the better, 
and more benign Genii, Yea, 'tis notun- | 
likely, tharthoſe Warnings thatthe world - 

ſometimes hath of approaching Fadee- | 


ments and Calamities by Prodigies, and 
_ fundry odde Phenomena, are the kind In- 
formations of ſome of the Inhabitants of 


the 


the /gnorant ; YetIthink that the Argu- 
ments that are brought by a late very inge- 
nious Author , to conclude againſt ſuch 
Warnings and Prediftions in the whole 
kinde , are ſhort and inconſequent , and 
- builtupon too narrow Hypotheſes. For if 

_ it be ſuppoſed, thar there is a ſort of Spi- 
rits over us, and about us, who can give a 
probable gueſs atthe more remarkable. fu- 
zwrities, I know not why it may not be 


| conjeured, that the kindneſs they have 


for us,” and the appetite of fore-telling 
ſtrange things, and the putting the-world 
upon expeRation, which we finde 18 very 
grateful roour own Natures; may not in- 

— cline. 
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 theupper world. Thus, was Feruſalem 
forewarned before its ſacking by Antio- 
_ chas, by thoſe Arery Horſemen that were 
ſcen through all the City, for almoſt for- 
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cline them allo to give us ſome general 

notice of thoſe uncommon Events which 

they foreſee. And 1 yer perceive no rea- 

fon we have to fancy , that whatever is 

done in this kinde , muſt needs be either 
immediately from Heaven , or from the 
Angels, by extraordinary commiſſion and 
appointment, But it ſeems to me not un- 
xea{onable to believe , that thoſe officious 
Spirits that overſee our affairs, perceivins 
fome mighty and ſad alterations at hand, 
in whichtheir Charge is much concerned, 
__cannatchule, by reaſon of their affet#ion 
x0 us, but give us ſome ſeaſsnable hints of 
thofe approaching Calamities; to which 
alforheir natural deſire to forerell ſtrange 
#hings to come, may contribute to incline 
them. And by this Hypotheſis , the faireſt 
probabilities, and ffronzeſt ratiocinations 
againſt Prodigies , may be made unſer- 
viceable, But this only by the way. I pro- 
ceed to_the next objeQtion , which: may 
be made to ſpeak thus, 


I 


(XII.) THE 
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XII. 
(XII, Ne n BELIEF of Witches, 


and the wonderful things 


| they are ſaid 10 perform by the help of the | 


Confederate Dzmon, weakens our Faith, 
| andexpoſeth the world 10 Infidelity 2” the 
great matters of our Religion, For if They 
| by Diabolicai affiftance , can inflict and 
cure Diſeaſes, ard do thing s ſo much beyond 
the comprehenſion of onr ” Philoſophy: and 
aQtivity of' commen Natnare 5 What aſſu- 
rance can we have, that the Miracles that 
confirm our Goſpel were not the effets of a 
Cempat? of like nature, and that Devils 
were z0t caſt out by Beelzebub? Tf evil Spt- 
 rits can allume Bodies , and render them- 
| ſelves vilible in humane likeneſs z What 
| ſccurity can we bave of the reality of the 
| Reſurreion of Chriſt > And if, by their 
help, Witches can enter Chamber; invi- 
ſibly through Key-holes and lirffe'unper- 
| ctived Crannies, and transfgrm themſelves 
| «t pleaſure; What Arguments of Divinity 
are there in our Saviour's ſbewing himſelf 
= 2» the midſt EA hs Diſciples, when the 
| Doors 
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Doors were (hut, and bis Transfiguration 
in the Mount ? Miracles are the great in. 
ducements of Belief, and how, ſhall we di. 
ſtingaiſh. a Miracle from a Lying Won- 
der ; 4 Teſtimony from: Heaven , from 4 
Trick of the Angels of Hell ; if they can 
perform things that aftoniſh and confound. 
our Reaſons, and are beyond all the Poſhbili- 
ties of Humane Nature ? This Objettion is 
ſpiteful and miſchievous, bur I thus endea- 
vour to diſpatch it. © 


O —— 


(1.). HE WONDERS done by 


Confederacy with wicked Spt- 
its, cannot derive a ſuſpition upon the 
undoubted Miracles that were wrought by i 

the Author and PromulJzers of our Reli- 
g10n, as if they were performed by Dia- 
bolical Compatk. (incetheir Spirit, Endea- 
07s, and Defigns were notoriouſly con- 
trary to all the Tendencies, Aims, and 
Intereſts of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
For, as®o the Life and Temper of the _ 
Blefled and ,adorable FESUS, we fſ 
know there was an incomparable ſweer- 
neſs in his Nature, Humility in his Man- 
mers, Calmneſs inhis Temper , Compaſiion lÞ 
it 
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Þ jo his Miracles , Modeſty in his Expreſ#i- 
ons, Holineſs inall his 47iens, Haired of 
Fice and Baſeneſs , and Love to all the 
World ; all which are eſſentially contrary 
tothe Nature and Conſtitution of Apoſtate 
Spirits, who abound in Pride and Raxcour, 
| Inſolence and Rudeneſs, Tyranny and Baſe- 
| neſs, univerſal Malice, and Hatred of Mex. 
| And their Deſsgzes are as oppolire, as their 
Spirit and their Genius, And now, Can 
the Sun borrow its Light from the botroms- 
leſs Abyſs ? Can Heat and Warmth flow 
in upon the World from the Regions of 
Snow and Ice ? Can Fire freeze, and Wa- 


ter burn> Can Natures, ſo infinitely con- 
trary, communicate, and jump in projects, 


that are deſirudfive ro each others knows 
| Jnrereſts ? Is there any Balſome in the 


Ceckatrice's Egge> or, Can the Spiritof 


Life flow from the Yenome of the Aſp ? 
Will the Prince of Darkneſs ſtrengthen 

| the Arm that 1s ftretcht out to pluck his 
Uſurp't Scepter, and his Speils from him > 
| And will he lend his Legioxs, roafliſt the 
| Armies of. his Enemy againſt him? No, 
theſe are impoſſible Suppoſals 3 No intel- 
ligent Being will induſtriouſly and know- 
_ lngly contribute to the Conrradidtion of its 
————— own 
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62 Conſmerations 


own Principles, the Defeatare of its Pay. 
poſes, and the Rune of its own deareſt 7p. 
zereſts. There is no fear thes , that our 
Faith ſhould receive prejudice froth the 
acknowledgement of the Being of Witches, 
and power of evil Spirits, {ince'tis notthe 
doing wonderful things that isthe only E- 
wvidence that the Holy FESUS was from 
God, and his DotFrine true ; but the con- 
Tun#1:0n of other circumſtances, the hol:. 
nefs of his Life, the reaſonableneſs of his 
Religion, and the excellency of his Deſigns, 
_ added creditto his Works , and ſirength-- 
ned the zreat Concluſion, That he could be 
270 other than the Son of God ,*and Saviour 
of the world, But beſides, I ſay, - 
(2.) THAT fince infinite Wiſdom and 
. Goddneſs rules the World, it cannot be 
conceiv'd, that they ſhould give up the 
oreateſt part of men to nnavoidable de- 
ception, Andif evil Angels, by their Con- 
 federates are permitted ro perform ſuch 
aft :niſhing things , as {ſeem ſo evidently to 
carry God's Sea! and Power with them, for 
the confirmation of Falſhoods , and gain- 
ing credit to Impeſtors, without any coun- 
zer-evidence to dilabuſe the VWorld; Man-- 
inde 1s expoſed to fad and fatal ane. 
SORE And 
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| Andto ſay that Providence will ſuffer us 
to be deceived in things of rhe greateſt 
concernment , when we uſe the beſt of 
our care and endeavours to prevent it, 1s 
to ſpeak hard things of God ; and ineffe&t 
ro affirm, That He hath nothing to do. in 
the Government of the World , or doth 


not concern himſelf in the affairs of poor — 


| forlorn Men. And it rhe Providence and 
Goodneſs of God be not a ſccurity unto us 
againſt {uch Deceptions, we cannot be aſ- 
ſured, but that we are alwayes abuſed by 
Þ thoſe mſchilevons: Agents, in the Objects 
| of plain ſenſe, andin allthe matters ofour 
daily Converſes. If O NE that pretends 
he is immediately ſent from Ged , to over- 
| throw the ancient Fabrick of Eſtabliſhed 

| Worſhip, and to ere&t a New Religion in 

| His Name ; ſhall be borz of aYirgin, and 

| honour'd by a miraculous Star ; proclaim- 

$ cd by a Song of ſeeming Angels of Light, 

| and Worſhipped by the wiſe Sages of the 

{ World; Revered by thoſe of the greateſt 

W 4ujrerity, and admired by all for a miracu- 
— lous W :ſdom, beyond his Education and his 
8 7ears : Tf He ſhall feed Multitudes with 
| *[moſt nothing, and faſt himſelf beyond 
Þ 4llthe prſe:bilizies of Nature: If He ſhall 
be be 
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be transformed into the appearance of ex... 
traordinary Glory , and converſe with de. | 
| parted Prophets in their viſible Forms.: If 
- Heſhall Cure all Diſeaſes without Phy. 
_ fck or Endeavenr, and Taile the Dead tg. 
Life after they have ſtunck in their Graves; 
If He ſhall be honoured by Yotces from 
Heaven, andattra& the univerſal Wonder 
of Princes and People : If he ſhall af 
Tempeſis witha Beck, andcaſt out Dewils 
with a Word: If He ſhall foretell his own 
Death particularly, with its Tragical Cir- 
cumſtances and his Reſurredion after it : If 
the Yeil of the moſt famous Temple 1n the 
world ſhall be rent, andthe Sun darkened 
at his Funeral : If he ſhall, within the 
ime foretold, break the bonds of Death, 
_ and lift up his Head our. of the Grave: If 
| Muliitudes of other departed Souls ſhall 
ariſe with Him, to attend at the Solemnity 
of his Reſurrection : If he ſhall. after 
Death , viſ:bly converſe, and ear, and 
drink with divers perſons, who could nor 
be ceceived in a matter of clear ſen{e, and 
aſcend in Glory in the preſence of an a- 
ſtoniſhr and admiring. Multitude : 1 ſay, 
1f ſuch a One as this ſhou]d prove a Dia-- 
bolical Impoſtor , and Providence ſhould 
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| Jedged ; Whar poſlibiliry were therethen 
"| forus to be aſſured , that we are not al- 
- waycs decerved ? yea, that our very Fa- 
_ culties were not given us only to delude 
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permir him to be ſo credited and acknow- _ 


and abuſe us> And if ſo, the next Con- 


_ clufion is, That there ts no Ged that judz- 


likely Hypotheſis will be, That the world #5 


given up tothe Government of the Devil, 
Bur if there be a Providence thar ſupervi- 


ſerh us, {as nothing is more certain) Joubr- 


leſs, it will never ſuffer'poor helpleſs Crea- 


tures to be inevitably deceived, by the craft 
and ſubrilty of their miſchievarus Enemy, 
totheir undoing 3 but will without que- 
ſtion take ſuch care, that the works 
wrought by Divine Power for the Confie- 
mation of Divine Truth, ſhall have ſuch 


—wiſtble Marks and Signatures, if not in 


their Nat!re, yet in their Circumſtances, 


' Ends, and Deſigns, as ſhall diſcover whence 


they are, and {ufficiently diſtingniſhthem 
from all 1-2prſtures and Deluſions, And 


though wicked Spirirs may perform ſome 
ftrange things that may excite wonder for 
-a while, yer He hath, and will ſo provide, 
" thatthey ſhall be baffled and diſcredited; 
+ 


as 


66 Confiderations 
as we know it waS inthecaſe of Moſes ang 
the eZeypitian Magicians, _- 
NOW, beſides what I have dire&ly 
ſaid to the Objection, I have this to adde 
tothe 0bjedors, That ] could\ with they 
would take care of ſuch Suggeſtions ; 
_-- which, if they overthrow not the Opini- 
on they oppoſe , will dangerouſly affront Þ 
the Religion they would ſecm to acknow- 
ledge. For he that ſaith, That if there are 
WITCHES, there « m0 way to prove that Þ 
Chriſt Jeſus was not a Magic!an, and Dia- Þ 
bolical 1mpoſtor , puts a deadly Weapon 
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ſelf next door to the SIN AGAINST Þ 
THE HOLY GHOST : of which, in or-Þ 
der to the perſwading greater tenderneſs Þ 
and caution 1n {uch matters, I give this 
—fhorraccount To ao ——— 
THE SIN againſt the Holy Ghrft 5Þ 
ſaid ro be Unpardonable 5 by which ſad | 
_ Arcribute, and the Diſcourſe of our Sa-þ 

_ vious, Mat, XII. from the xxii. to the 
XXX, verſe, we may underſtand its Na-fj 
/ _-— ture: In order ro which we conſider, Þ 


into the hands of the 1#fdel, and is him- Þ 


 aboutIFitchcraft, 7 


| | rothing can make a Sin #7pardonaW, but 

| what makes it incurable ; and there is no 
\ © Sin bur what is curable by a ſtrong Faith, 
| anda VIFGOrOWS Endeavour : For all things 
; © are poſſible to him that belieweth, So thar, 
| that which makes a Sin 7ncurable, muſt be 
| ſomewhat that makes Faith impoſdible, and 
| obſtructs all means of Conviction, In or- 
} der tothe finding which, we mult confider 
| the wayes and methods the Divine Good- 
| neſs hath taken, for the begetting 2 azth, 
and cure of Infidelity - which it attem- 
| pred, firſt, by the Prophets, and holy men 
| of antieqr times, who, by rhe excetlency 
| of their Dofrine, the greatneſs of their 
Miracles, and the holineſs of their Lives, - 
endeavoured the conviction and reforma- 
” tion of a ſtubborn and unbelieving World. 

 Burthough Few believed their report , and 

| men would not be prevail'd on by what 
; | they did, or what they ſaid, yer their Infi- 
{| delity was not hitherto incurable, becauſe 
| further meazs were provided in the Mini- 
 ſiry of Fobn the Baptiſt, whoſe Lite was 
.F more ſevere, whole DoQtrines were more 

! Plain, preſſing and particular z and there- _ 
tore 'twas poſlible that He might have ſuc- 
ceeded, Yea, and where He failed, and 

1 could 
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could not open mens hearts and their eyes, 
the Effet was {till in poſbrbririy , and it 
might be expected from Him that came 
after , to whom the Prophets and Fob 
were but the Twilight and'the Dawn, And 
though His miraculous Birth , the Song of 
Angels, the Fonrney of the Wiſe Mex of 
the Eaſt , and the correſpondence of Pro- 
pheſies, with the Circumſtances of the firſ 
appearance of the Wonderfut Infant : | 
ſay, though theſe had not been taken no- 
tice of, yer was there a further proviſion 
made for the cure of 1nfidelity, in his aſte- 
niſhing Wiſdom , and moſt excellent Do- 
Grines z For, He ſpake as never Man did, 
And when Theſe were deſpilſcd and negle- 
| Red, yet there were other means towards Þ 
Convidtion, and Cure of Unbelief, in thoſe Þ 
_ mighty Works that bore Teſtimony of | 
Him, and wore the evident marks. of Di- | 
wine Power in their forcheads, Burt when Þ 
_ after all, theſe clear and unqueftionable Þ 
Miracles whith were wrought by the Sp:i-Þ 
_ ritof God, and had eminently his Swper-Þt. 
ſcription on them, ſhall be aſcribed to the 
Agency of evil Spirits , and Diabolical Þh 
_ *Compatt, as they were by the' malicious 
and ſightfal Phariſees in the perieds above- 
S_— : men- 
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mentioned 3 when thoſe. grear and laſt. 
Teftimtonies againſt 1»fidelity, (hall be ſaid 
tobe but tne Tricks of Sorcery, and Com- 
i plormens with Helliſh Confederates, This 
is B/aſphemy in the bigheſt , againſt the 
| Power and Spirit of God, and ſuch as cuts 
Þ of all means of Convidtion, ani purs the 
| Uabeliever beyond all peſorbilities of Cure, 
| For Miracles are God's Seal, and the great 
| andlafſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 
| Arine, And thouzh, while theſe arc 0a- 
| ly diſ-believed as to the Fad? , there re- 


| mains a poſ57b-lity of perſwaſien ; yet, when 


| the Fa ſhall be acknowledg d, but the 
Power blaſphemed , and the effe&s of the 
| adorable 3prrit maliciouſly imputed to the 
Devils; ſuch a Blaſphemy , (ſuch an 1»fi- 
| atlity 18 incurable, and conſcquently un- 


-Þ pardenable. 1 ſay,in ſumme,the Sin againſt 


'Þ the Holy Ghoſt ſcems to be a malicious im- 
Þ putation of the Miracles wrought by the 
| Spirit of God in our Saviour to Satanical 
"| Confederacy, and the power of Apoſftate 


Þ Spirits; Then which, nothing is more 
blaſphemoas, and nothing is more like to 


| provoke the Holy ' Spirit that is ſo abuſed 
| 10 an Eternal Dereliftion of fo Vile and fo. 
| Incarable an Unbeliever. 


SS 'ÞF onſderations 


THIS account , as *tis clear and rea. 
- ſonable in it ſelf , ſo itis plainly lode'd in 
the mention'd Diſcourſe of our Saviour, 
And thoſe that ſpeak other things about it, 
ſeem to me to alk at random, and ver- 
fetly without Book, But to leave them to | 
_ the fondneſs of their own conceits, I think Þ 
it now time to draw up to a Concluſion of Þ 
the whole. 
THEREFORE briefly,Sir,] have endea-Þþ 
'_ voured inthelſe Papers, which my reſpet Þ 
! and your concernment in the ſubject Ln | 
made you7s, to remove the main prejudi-Þ 
\ ces I could think of, againſt the exiftence Þ 
of Witches and Apparitions: and I'm ſure 
1 haveſuggeſted much more againſt what 
I defend, than ever I heard or ſaw in any 
that oppoſed i it whoſe Diſcourſes , for F 
the moſt part, haveſcemed to me inſp ired : 
by a lofty ſcorn of common belief, and hs 
trivial Notlons of Yulsar Philoſophy. Andſ 
in deſpiſing the Common Faith about mar-P! 
ters of Fatt, and fondly adhering to 7t 1 inſe 
things of Speculation , they very orofly : 
and *abſurdly miſtake : For in things off 
Fatt, the People are asmuch to be believ'd, 
as the moſt ſubtile Philoſephers and Spe 
eulators ; fince here, Senſe is the Judge. 
: Bu 
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But in mattersof Notions and Theory, They 
| arenot at all to be heeded, becauſe Reaſoy - 
isro be Judge of. theſe, and 1hs they know 

| not how to uſe. And yet thus it is with 

| thoſe wiſe Philoſophers, that will deny the 

| plainevidence of the Senſes of Mankinde, 

| becauſe they cannot reconcile 4ppearan- 

| ces with the fond Crotchets of a Philoſo- 

| phy,which they lighted on in the Hgh-way 
.Þ bychance, and will adhere to at adventure. 
z | So that I profeſs, tor mite own part, I ne- 

| ver yet heard any of the confident De- _, 
| claimers againſt Witchcraft and Appariti- 
»Þ ons, ſpeak any thing that might move a - 
«| mind, in any degree inſtructed inthe ge- 

8 ncrous kinds of Philoſophy , and Natare of 

| things, And for the Objedions I have re- 

E cited, they are moſt of them ſuch as roſe 

out of mine own thoughts, which I obli- 
ged to conſider what was poſſible to be 

© ſaid upon this o'caſion, For though I have 
| examined Scor's Diſcovery, fancying that 

} there I ſhould finde the ſtrong reaſons of 
yÞ mens diſ-belief in this matter z yet I pro- 

{ fels I met not withthe leaſt ſuggeſtion-1y 

| all that Farrago , bur what ithad been ri- 
| diculous for me tohave gone about to 4n- 
EF ſwer : For the Author doth little but tell 

: Es 1 © odac 
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odde Tales , and filly Legends, which hs 
confures and laughs at, and pretends this i | 
be a Confutation of the Being of Witchy 
and 4pparitions : In all which, His Re. 
ſonings are trifling and Childtſh ; and whey 
He ventures at Philoſophy, He is little bet. 
ter than abſurd: Sorhar 'twill be a wor. 
_ derto me, if any but Boyes and Buffoans 
 1mbibe any Prejudices againſt a Bclict ( 
infinitely Confirmed, from the Looſe and 
Impotent Suggeſtions of {ſo weak a Di{.Þ 
courler. ES 19 

| But however obſerving two things , inf 
that Diſcourſe that would pretend to beiÞ 
more then ordinary Reaſops,1 ſhall do them 
the civility to examine them. It is ſaid 
then, _—— F 
(1.) Thitthe Goſpel & ſilent , as ro the Þ 
being of WITCAES + and *tjs not lik-ly, 
if there were ſuch, bur that our Saviour | 
or his Apeftles had given intiwations of Þ 
their exiſtence. theorher is. 
 (2.) Miracles are caſed, and there- 
forc the prodtm1ous things -alcribed toÞ 
3] TCYDCRAXFFT are ſvppoſed 
Dreams and Impoſtures. | | 

FOR ANSWER to the FIRST in Þ 
order , I contider (t.) That chough the 
en _,.»  HWOTH 
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fiftory of the New Teſtament were gran- | 
& cd to be felent in the Buſineſs of Witches, 

\ and Compadts, yet the Records of the Old 
have a frequent mention of them. The 
Law, Exod, XXII. xviii, againſt permit- 
ting them to live (which I mention'd in 

| the beginning) is famous. And we have 

;B another remarkable prohrbitien of them, 

B Devt. XVII, x, xi, There ſhall nor be 

= found among you dy one , that ma- 

| keth his ſon or his daughicr paſs through 

the Fire , or that uſeth Divination, or 

an Obſerver of Times, or an Enchanter, 

| or a WITCH, ora Charmer, er a Conſul- 

ter with Familiar Spirits, or a Wizard, or 

a4 Necromancer, Now this accumulation 

of Names, ({ome of which are of the 

ſame ſenſe and import) is a plain indica- 

tion that the HE6REW WITCH was one 

that praQtiſed by compatt with evil ſpirits. 

And many of the ſame expreſſions are 

| Pattogether in the charge againſt Manaſ- 

Zaie I Chron, XXXlLlLL. VR. That he 

= cauſed his Children to paſs throueh the Fire, 

obſerr:ed Times , uſed Inchantments, and 
JTCYCRAFT , and dealc with. 
Fami'iar Spirits, and with WIZ ARDS, So _ 

thar though the original word which we 

ren- 
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render W.1 T'C H ey WITCH: 
CRYFT ſhould, as our Sadduces 
urge, lignifie only 2 CHEAT and a 
_ POYSONER'\, yet thoſe others mention'd, 
plainly enough ſpeak the thing, and I have 
given an account in the former Conſidera.. 
tiers, how a WITCH inthe common no- 
tion is a Poyſoner, But why meer poyſoning [| 
ſhould have a diſtin& Law againſt it, and 
ns be concluded under the oeneral one 
o2inſt Murder ; why meer Legeraemain, 
Ks Cheating ſhould be {0 ſeverely animad- 
vertcd on, as to be reckon'd with Inchant- 
ments, converſe with Devils, and 1dola- 
frO0us pradtiſes : : 1 believe the aenyer of 
WITCHES will finde ithard togive a rea- 
ſon. To which I may adde ſome other 
' paſſages of Scripture that yield ſufficient 
=: - in the caſe, The Nations arc_ 
forbid to hearken to the Diviners, Dream: 
ers, Inchanters,and Sorcerers, er. XXVI1L. 
ix. The Chaldeans arc deeply threatned 
for their Sorceries, and Tnchantments, Iſa. 
XLVII. ix. And we read that Neb#- 
chadnezzar call'd the Mgicians., Aſtro- | 
: _ Jogers, Sorcerers , and Chalatans, ro tell. 
his Dream, All which , ”ris like enough, 
did cheat and delude by their FALEZ ; 
- 2 
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_ but that they did not confederate , and 
jranſatt with evil Spirits, 18 an afſertion 
without a reaſon , contrary to the expreſs 
"Letter, and to what was generally believed 

;nthoſe times. | TT 
|, Andthe ſtory of the WITCH of E N- 
| DOR, 1 Sam. XX/111, 1s a remarkable 
demonſtration of the mais concluſion, 
which will appear when we have conſider- 
| ed, end removed the fancy, and gloſſes of 
- our Author about it, in his DISCOVERY, 
where to avoid this evidence, he afhirms, 
This WITCH to be but a Cozerer , and 
| the whole rranſattion a Cheat and Impo- 
| ſinre, managed by her ſelf, and a Corfe- ' 
| derate, And in order to the perſwading 
this, hetells a fine Tale, viz. That ſhe de- 
parted from Saul into her Cloſet, ** Where 
** doubtleſs, ſayes he, ſhe hada Familiar, 

*© {ome lewd crafty Prieft , and made Saul 
* ſtand at the Door like a Fool, to hear the 
** Cczening Anſwers, He faith, ſhe there 
* uſed the ordinary words of Cenjuration, 
*and after them, Samet appears, whom 
*heaffirmsto be no other rhan either the 


*Wuchher ſelf , or her Confederate, By- 


\ this pretty knack and contrivance he thinks 


| be hath diſabled the &e/arion from ſignify- _ 


102. 


76 Conſiderations. 

fying to our purpoſe, _ But the DISC0. 
VERER might have conftder'd , that a'l 
this is an Invention, and without Bock, 
For there 15 no mention of rhe Witch:s | 


Clo{ct, or her retiring into another Room, 
or her Confederate, or her Form of Con-_ 


Juration :* | ſay nothing of allchis, 1s as_ b- 


muchas intimared in the Hiſtory and if 

we may take this large liberty inthe inte-- 

pretation of Scripture , there is {carce a 

ſtory in the Bible, but may be made a Fal- Þ 

lacy, and Impoſture, or any thing that we Þ 
_picaſe, Ner1s this fancy of his ooly arbi- |. 
- travy, but indeed contrary to the circam- 
> ſtances of the Text. For it (ayes, Saul 
perceived it was Samuel , and =] him- 
. 'F, and this Samuel t/ aly forerold his ap- F 
proaching Fate, viz. that 1ſ-ael ſhould be | 
— ba iver'd with Yim into the hands bf the -þ 
——— Fhiliflines, and that on the morrow He, | 
his Sens (hould be in the fare of the 
Dead, which doubtleſs is mcant by the ex- 
orefſion; that [hy ſhould be with Him| | 
which contingent parriculars, how could” F 
the Cozencr and her confer derate forereil; | 
it there-were nothing 1 it_ex!raordinary Þ 
and pete; natural ? It hath indeed been 2 i 
Orcat ar dif [pute among Interpreters, wherher | 
= «RE 


the real Sarmnel was raiſed , or the Devil 
in his likeneſs > Moſt Licr Writers ſup” 
pole. it to have been an evil Spzrits 
upon the ſuppoſition tha: good and 
ha!py fouls can never return hither from 
their c@/eftzal abodes, and they arc not cer- 


Trainly ar the beck, and call of an imp'ous 
F Hago., Butthen thoſe of the other de. 


uroe, that the Pi ty of the words that were 
(poke, and the ſeaſonable rgproof given to 
deſpairing Saul are indications fufficient 
tat they come not from Heil 5 and ef pect- 


ally they think the Propheſre of circamſtan- 


ces very accaaental to be an araument, 
that it was not utter'd by any of the zufer- 


nal preaiffors, And for the ſuppeſal that * 


is the ground of hat interpretation , *tis 


© judged exceedingly precariow; for who 
| ſaiththar bappy departed ſouls were never 


employed in any miniſtrics here below ? 
And thoſe diflenters are ready to ask a 
Treaſon, why they may not be ſent in mefla- 


ves tO Earth, as wellas thoſe of the Anze- _ 


(ical Ordcre They are nearer al{yrd to our 


k& Natare*, and upon that account-more 117- 


mately concern'd in our affairs 3 andine 
cxXamnyic of returning Lazarus 15 evidence 


It 


_ abont VViichcraft, 57 
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it was the real Samnrl they think made 
probable by the opinion of Feſus Syrac, 
Eccleſ. XLVI. xix, xx. who ſaith of him, 
Thar after his death he propheſied and ſhew. 
ed the King bis end: which alſo 1s likely 
from the circumſtance of the womans 
aſtoniſhment , and crying out when ſhe 
ſaw him, intimating her furpriz? , in that 
the power of God had over-ruled her 
inchantments and {ent another than ſhe 
expected. And they conceive there is no 
more incongruity in {uppoling God ſhould 
ſend Samwel to rebuke Sas! for this his lak 
folly, and to predi& his inſtant ruine, than Þ 
in his interpoling Elias to the meſſengers of $ 
Abazias when he ſent to Beelzebub, Now | 
if it were the real Samnel, as the Letter 
expreſleth, (and the obvious ſenſe is to be 
followed when there'ts no cogent reaſon to | 
decline it) he was not raiſed by the power Þ 
of the Witches Inchantments, but came-on 
that occaſion in a Divine Errand. But 
yet attempts and endeavours to raiſe her Þ 
Familiar Spirit (though atthar time over- 
ruled) are arguments "that it had decn her _þ 

cultom to do {o. Or if it were as the other Þ 
{ide concludes, the Dev1l in the ſhape of Þ 
 Samnel, her Diabolical Confederacy 18 yet Þ 
more pa! (pable, By | 


By all rhis it is evident, that there were 
WITCHES in ancient times under the 
Diſpenſation of the Law, and that there 
were ſuchin the Times of the Goſpe! alſo, 


will not be much more difficult to make _ 


| good, I had a late occaſion to ſay ſome- 
| thing abour this, in a Letter to a perſon of 
the higheſt honour, from which I ſhall now 
=" ſome things to my preſent pur- 
ole. = 
; I ſay then (2.) That there were com- 
padts with evil Spirits in thoſe times allo, 
15 methinks intimared ſtrongly in that ſay- 
ing of the Fews concerning our Savzonr, 
That he caſt out Devils by Beelzebub ; in 
his return to which, he denies not the ſup- 


poſition or poſſibility of the 1hing in gene--- 


ral, but clears himſelf by an appeal to the 


actions of their own children, whom they 


would not task ſo ſeverely, And I cannor 


very well underſtand why thoſe times 


ſhould be privileds'd from UUJTCHY- 


CRIFT, and Diabolicalcompadts, more 


than they were from Foſſeftons, which we 
know were then more frequent {for ought. 
appears to the contrary) than ever they 
There are intimations plain enovgh inthe. 

= 


about VVitchcraft. 79 


CO LI BCAA ALE bh hs ite £24 AE ICA Sin tes 2 IE Sat at 9 n 


FIÞ . ;-732 i < 


i * onfolerations I 


Apoſiles. Writings of the being of Sorce.. 
75 and UA TCHCgIF T. $: Paul 
reckons Witchcraft next 1dolatry, in his 
Catalogue of the works of the fleſh, Gal, 
V. xx. and the Sorcerers are again joyn'd 
with 1dolaters in that tad Denunciation, 
Rev. XX[. viii, and a little after , Rev, 
RRXil.xv, They are reckon'd again among 
1delaters, Murderers, and thoſe others that 
are without, And methin\s the ſtory of 
Simon Magus, and his Diabolical Oppops- 
t10ns of the Goſpel in its beginnings, ſhould 
afford clear conviction. To all which, 1 
adde this more gencralconfideration. 

F 3.3 That tough the New Teſtament 
had mention'd nothing of this matter, yet 
its lence in fuch caſes, is not argumenta- 
tive. Our Saviour ſpake ashehad occaſion, 
and the thouſandtli part of what he «1d, and 
ſaid, is not recordeg, as one of his Biſtori- 
ans intimates. He ſaid nothing of rhoſe Þ 
a 4: unknown Tracts of America, nor Þþ 

= he any intimations of as much. as the 
- 7 1 F*psre of tha numerous peop'e s much Þ 

jd be leave # -ſtru(10n5 about foen 


fam onfen He gives no account of tl 


af irs ZE g of ane #ther worla, but on- | 
4: nerd onc 0: the happineſs of ſome, 


_: 
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| and the miſery of others. He made no 
diſcovery of the magnalia of Art, or Na- 
ure no, not of thoſe, whereby the pro- 
pag ation of the Goſpel might have. been 
| much advanced, wiz, the Myſtery of Print- 
| ing, and the Magnet; and yer no one uſeth 
his ſilence in theſe inſtances as an argu- 
ment againſt the being of things, which 
| are evident objedts of ſenſe. I confeſs , the 
omiſſion of ſome of theſe particulars is 
pretty ſtrange, and unaccountable , and 
| concludes our Jen#rance of the reaſons, 
| and wenages of Providence; but I ſup- 
| pole, nothing elſe. oF 
Thus Sir, tothe FIRST. Buttheother 
pretence allo muſt be examined,80Þ © - 
| (2) [Miracles are ceaſt , therefore the 
| preſumed ations of Witchcraft are tales, 
'Þ andilluſions.] To make a due return to 
"© hs, we muſt conſider a great and diffi- 
"| cult Problem, which is, what « a real Mi- 
| racle * And for anſwer to this weighty 
-® Queſtion, 1 think, " . 
4 (r.,) Thatit isnot the ffrangereſs, or 
K 2nacconniableneſs of the thing doxe imply, 
* & from whence we are toconclude a Miracle. 
| Forthen, we are ſo to account of all the 
' Magnalia of "oe, a085 hg maereer ; 
| - 
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of thoſe howeſt Arts, which we do not 
underſtand, Nor, (2) is this the Criterioz 
_ of a Miracle that 'tis concluded beyond all 
natural powers , for we are ignorant of the 
extent, and bounds of Natures ſphere, and 
poſfibilizies + And if this were the chara- 


fer, and eſſential mark of a Miracle, we Þ 


could not know what was ſc ; except we 
could determine the extexrs of natural cau- 
ſalities, and fix their bounds , and be able 
to ſay to Natare , Hitberto canſt Thou go, 
ana'ne further, And he that makes this his 
meaſure whereby to judce a Miracle, is 
himſelf the greateſt Miracle of knowledee, 
or 7z2mmodeſty, Beſides , rhoush an effect 
may tranſcend really. all the powers of 
meer nature, yet there isa world of ſpirits 
that muſt be taken into our account, And as Þ . 
to themal(o, I ſay, (3) Every thing is not F 
a Miracle that is done by Agents ſupernatu- Þ 
741. There 1s no doubt but that Evil ſpirits 
_ can make wonderfal combinations of natural 
cauſes , and perhaps perform many things 
immealiately which are prodigiow, and be- | 
yond the longeſt line of Nature, Bur yet Þ 
Theſe are not therefore to be called Mira- | 
cles ; tor, They are SACRED WONDER", Þ 
and ſuppoſe the POWER 10 be DIFTNE: E 
But þ 
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But how ſhall the power be knows to be 
-fo, when we o little underſtand the cap a- 
cities, and extent of the abilities of lower 
Agents? The Anſwer to this 2ueftlHon will 
diſcover the Criterion of Miracles, which 
| muſt be ſuppoſed to have all the former 
particulars;(They are #xacconntable beyond 
| the powers off meer nature, and done by A- 
| gents ſupernatural) and to theſe muſt be 
| {uperadded, (4.) That they have pecs- 
| liar circumſtances that ſpeak them of a 
Divine original, Their mediate Amhers 
| declare them to be ſo, and they are alwayes 
| perſons of Simplicity, Trath, and Holineſs, 
i voia of Ambition, and all ſecular Defiens. 
| They ſeldom uſe Ceremonies , of natural 
Applications, and yer ſurmount all the 
| attiuities of known nature, They work 
| thoſe wonders, not to raiſe admiration, or 
out of the vanity tobe talk't of, butto ſeal 
and confirm{ome divine DotFrine, or Come 
| miſſion, in which the good, and happineſs 
{ of the world is concern'd, I ſay, by ſuch 
| circumſtances as theſe , wonderful actions 
L are hnown to be from a Divine cauſe, and 
| that makes, and diſtinguiſheth a Miracle, 
| Andthus Lam prepared for an ayſwer + 
{ to the 0bjeion, to which I make this . 
Ts G 3 brief 
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brief return , That tftough VWITCHEs 
by their Confederate Spirit do thoſe 0ade, 
and aſtoniſhing things we believe of them, 
 yetare they no Miracles, there being evi. 
dence enough from the badneſs. of their 
lives, and the ridiculous ceremonies of 
their performances, from their malice and 
miſchievoms defigns, that the POWER that 
works, and the end for whichthoſe things 
are done, is not Divine, but Diabolical, 
And by ſingular providence they are not 
_ ordinarily permitted, as much as to pretend 
 toany new ſacred Diſcoveries in matters 
of Religion, orto aG any thing for. cov- 
firmation of Dodrinal Impoſtures. So that 
whether Miracles are ceaſed, or not, theſe Þ 
are yoze. And that ſuch Miracles as are 
only ſfrange , and unsccountable perfor- Þ * 
mances, above the common methods of art | 
Or nature are not ceas'd , we have a late 
great evidence inthe famous GREATR AK; 
concerning whom it will not be imperti- 
'nentto adde the following account which | 
| hadin a Letter from the Reverend Dr,-&, | 
Dean of C, a perſon of great veracity, 
and a Philoſopher. This learned Gentlc- | 
man then ispleaſed thus to write. | 

© The great diſcourſe now at the Coffee- Þ 
= Houſes, | 
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© Houſes, and every where, is about Mr, 
© G, the famous Triſh Srroker , concerning 
*whom 1t 15 like you expect an account 
from me; He undergoes various cen- 
{utes here, ſome take him to be a Conju- 
* er, and ſome an Impeſtor , but others 
Þ* again adore him as an Apoſtle, 1 confeſs - 
© * Ithink the man is free from all deftzn, of 
| *avery agreeable converſation, not addic- 
*edto any Yue, nortoany SefF, or Party, 
| but is, I believe, a ſincere Proteſtant, I 
| © was three weeks together with him at my - 
| * Lord Conwayes, and fawhim, Ithink, lay 
| © bis hands upon a thouſand perſons ; and 
| * really there is ſome thing 1n it more then 
x © ordinary 3 but I am convinc'd it is not 
| miraculous. 1 have ſeen pains ſtrangely 
. | © fly before his hand till he hath chaſed 
*them dutof the body , dimneſs cleared,” 
*and deafneſs cured by his touch ; twenty 
| perſons ar ſeveral times in Fits of the 
| * Falling Sickneſs , were in two or three 
} *minutes brought to themſclves , ſo as to 
, | *tell where their pain was, and then he 
, Þ bath purſued ircill he hath driven ir our 
. | at ſome extream part 5 Aunning Sores 
! * of the Kings Evil dryed up , and Ker- 
Þ- zels brought toa Sup 
: "1 © erievous 
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© grievous Sores of many months date, in 
© few dayes healed, Obſtruttions, and Stop. 


Cc 


© pings removed, Cancerous Knots in the 
© breaſt diſſolved, &c. Le, 
* But yet I have many reaſons to per. 


_ ©ſwade me, thatnothing of all this is mj- 
© raculous ; He pretends not to give Teſti. if 


* mony to any Dotrine, the manner of his 


.£c oper ation {peaks It oO be nataral, the cure 


© {eldom ſucceeds withour reiterated 


_ © conches, his Patients often relapſe, he fails 
_ © frequently, he can donothing wherethere 


* 5 any Decay in nature, and many Diftem. 
© pers are not at all obedient to his touch, Þþ 
© Sotharl confeſs, I refer all his vertue to 

© his particular temper and complexion, and 


 ©Irake his 5pirits to be a kinde of El:xir, | 
* and aniverſal Ferment, and that he cures Þ_ 


* (as Dr. A. expreſſeth it) by a ſ4native 
Contagion. LT 3 
This Sir, was the Firſt Account of the Þ 
Healer, T had from that Reverend Perſon, 
which with me ſignifies more, then-the at- 
trft ations of multitudes of ordinary Repor- Þ 


ex53-and- no doubr but ir will do fo like- 


wife, with all that know thaeexcellent mans 
finoular integrity and judgment. Bur be- 
ſidesrhis, upon my inquiry into ſome other 
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particulars about this matter , I received 
| | theſe further Informations. _ 

FF © Asfor Mr. 6. what opinion. he hath of 

_ ©hjs ows Gift, and how he came to know 

*it? Ianſwer, He hath a different appre- 
| thenfion of it from yours, and mine, and 
_ certainly believing it to bean immediate = 
© Gift from heaven z and 'tis no wonder, 

© for he is 0 Philoſopher, And you will 

© wonder leſs, when you hear how he came 

*toknow it, as I have ofcen received it 

from hisown mouth. Abourthree or four 

*years azohe had a ſtrong impulſe upon his 

| * ſpirit, that continually perffied him what- 

*© ever he was about, athis Baſineſs, or De- 
_* vetion, alone, or in company , that ſpake 
| *©to him by this 21ward ſuggeſtion [|] have 
| *given thee the gift of caring the Evil, ] 
| * This ſaggefion was ſo importunate , thar 
| *©he complained to his Wife , Thar he 
4 © thought he was haunted : She appre- 

_ *hendedit as an extravagancy of Fancy, 
} - ©but he told her he believed there was 
| © more in it, and wasrelolved to try. He 

_<did nor long want opportunity. There 

| *<wasa neighbour of his grievoully affli- 
"Qed with'the Kings-Ewil, He ſtroked her, 
Wu 4 _ ne 


> 


er AFONS 


© twelve-month together he pretended to 
. cure no other Diſtemper. But then the 
. + Agwe being very rife in the Neighbour. }| 
. hood, the ſame 7mpulſe after the ſamy 
_. manner ſpoke within him, [7 have glven | 
_ thee the gift of curing the Agve , | and 
- meeting with perſons in their Firs , and 
taking them by the hand , or laying his | 

. handupon their Breaſts , the Agueleft | 
them, Abour. half a year after the accu- 
_ ſtomed Tmpulſe became more general, 
and \uggeſted to him [ 7 bave gives thee 
the gift of Healing :] and then he at- 
_ tempted all Diſeaſes indifferenth. And Þ 
. thongh he ſaw ſtrange effe&s, yes he, 
. doubted whether the cauſe were any I 
vertue that came from him, or the peo- 


c 
£ 


 credulity, as he lay one night in bed, one 
* of his hands 'was firuck dead, and the | 
"uſual 1wpalſe ſuggeſted to him to make Þ 
*tryal of his vertue upon himſelf, which | 
* be did, ftroking it with his other hand, | 
" and then it immediately returned to its | 
* former Wvelineſs, This 'was repeated 


* pether, 
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| 
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*©This js his Relation, and I believe 
©there is ſo much fincerity in the perſon, 
*that he rells no more than what he be-. 

© ſieves to be #rwe. To ſay that this Impulſe 
©t00 Was but a reſult of his temper, and 
* that it is but like Dreams that are uſually 

_ *according to mens conſtitutions, doth not. 
| ©ſeem a probable account of the Pheno- 
| © menon. Perhaps ſome may think it more 
likely, that ſome Genizs who underſtood 
©the ſanaiive verive of his Complexion, 
| *and the readineſs of his minde, and abi- 
| © [ity of his body , to- put it in execution, 
© might give him notice of that which o- 
©therwiſe might have been for ever ax- 
| © knownto him, and ſo the Gift of God 
{ ©had been to no purpoſe, 
This Sir, is my Learned and Reverend 
| Friends Relation, and 1 judge his ReflefF1- 
| onsas ingenions, as his report is fincere. 1 
ſhall ſay no more about it bur ths , thar 
| many of thoſe matters of Fa, havebeen 
'Þ fince critically inſpeFed and examined by 
ſeveral ſagaciowe and deep ſearches of the 
ROYAL SOCIETY, whomwe 

acontrived Impoſture, as aty perſons ex- 


i And 


A 


SAID a 
l 


© —E on ſidevations, GC, 

And now, Sir, 'tis fit that I relieve your 
patience ; and Iſhall do ſo, when I have - 
ſaid, rat Tos can abundantly prove, whar 
I have thus attempted to defend: And that 
among the many Obligations your Country 
hath co you, for the Wiſdom and Diligence 
of your Endeavours in its ſervice ; your iþ 
Trgeniow Induſtry tor the Detecting of 
thoſe Yile Pradticers, isnot the leaſt con. Þ 
fiderable. To which I will adde no more, 
- burthe Confeſf70n who itis that hath given 
you all this trouble 3 which I know you 
are ready to pardon, to the reſpect and 


good Intentions of 


SIR, 
Tour Aﬀeitionate and Obliged ] 


 Honoarer and Servant, 
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PALPABLE EVIDENCE 


SPIRITS 


. ec craft «| 


In an ACCOUNT of the Fam'd 
Diffurbance by the 


DRUMMER, 


In the Houſe of. 


M. MO MPESSON. 


With 
_ Another Modern and Certain Relatton. 


In two LETEERS, 


Onerto the Right Honourable = 
|VVilliam, Lord PÞrereton :; 
The other , ro the DD 


I... ms. A. —_—_———. 


1] London, Plinred by E. £ th” — Cilline, at at 
the Kings Front in . - H: ul, LEED. 
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To the Right Honourable, 


[WILFIAM, 


Lord PÞBrereton. 


My Lord, Ni 


F"HE ENTERTAINMENTS your 

Lordſbips Diſcourſe hath often gi- 
ven me in-matters of the beſt conſequence, 
| have left a rel;ſh on my minde , which tis - 
| a pleaſure rs me to remember and ac- 
| knowledge. And certainly, of all the mat- 


Þ| tersthe various, and buſie minde > 


| imployes itſelf in, there is nothing more 
| agreeable, and importing, than the enqui- 

ries of the «ther world, about which your 

Lordſhip is fo much, and ſo affedttonately 
| concern'd. indeed, as things are for the 
| Preſent, the LAND of SPIRITS is a 
{ kinde of AMERICA, and not well diſco- 


| humane Science like unknown Tradts, 
| fill dup with Mownrains, Seas, and Mon- 


fters: 


ver'd Region ; yea, it ſtands in the Map of 


fters : For we meet with little in the 1m- 
material Hemiſphere , but Donbts, Uncer. 


zainties , and Fables; and whether we 


owe our ignorance intheſe matters, to the 


nature of the things themſelves , or tothe 


miſtakes and ſlorhof thoſe that have enqui- 


red about them, 1 leave to your Lordſhips | 


happy ſagacity to determine, Only, per- 
haps more of the /#pre mundane light had 
| ſhonein upon us, but for S#perſtition, De- 
ſpair , and the wranelings of the Schools. 
And didthe SOCIETY of which your 
Lordſhipis an 1lluſtrious Member, dire& 
ſomeof its wary, and luciferons enquiries 
towards the Worldof Spirits, I believe we 
ſhould have other kinde of Meraphyſichs, 
than thoſe are taught by men that love to 


write great Volumns, and to be ſubtil a- 


bour nothing, For we know not any thing 
of the world we live in, but by exper #- 
ment , and the Phenomena; and there is 
the ſame way--of ſpeculating immaterial 
nature, by extraordinary Events and Ap- 
paritions, Which poſſibly. might be impro- 


ved to notices-notcontemptible, were there 


a Cantious, and Faithful Hiſtory made of 
thoſe certain and uncommon® appearances. 
* Arlcaſtit would be a ſtanding evidence 

” -. _ 
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againſt SADDUCISM, to which 
the preſent Ape is ſo wnbappily diſpoſed, 
and a. ſenſible Argument of our 1mmor- 
ulity. = 

NOW though you, My Lord are in 
no danger of that cold and deſperate Diſ- 
eaſe, the Disbelief of Spirits and Appari- © 
zjons 3 nor need confirmation in the Ar- 
z1cle of our future exifience, yer being 1n- 
gaged by my promiſe, and more by my 
deſire of ſerving you, to ſend your Lord- 
ſhip the Srory of the DRZUAMER at Mr. 
MOMPESSONS houſe at Teaworth, (one 
of the moſt remarkable ones in our time 
for the confirmation of that great affair} 
| 1 have nowatlength put the moſt of thoſe 
| particulars I could obrain, into your hands ; 
which I had ſooner done , but that I have. 
been in a long expeRation of additional 
carcumſtances, which Mr. Mompeſſon pro- 
{| miſed me, Bur bis occaſions it ſeems have 
hindered the performance ; and mine by 
| reaſon of the diſtance of our abodes,would _ 
| not permit perſoxal ſolicitations , Which _ 
| poſhibly might have expedited the matter. - 
| To which 1 might adde,, My Lord , that 
| apcrſon intimately concerned in it , was 
unwilling Mr, M, ſhould meddlc DL 

bh Wil 
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return 3 which fear though perhaps bur a 

panick, had yet an intereſt in the fruſtra- 

ting my expeRations of the deſired Addi. 

tionals.. That which 1 had from the Gen- B 

tleman himſelf, 1 now fend your Lordſhip | 
_ intheſubſequent Relation, which 1 

pleaſe to take as follows, 


A MASTER FOHN MOMPESSON 
1VI of Tedworth in Wiltſhire ,- being 
_ abour the middle of March, in the year 
1661. at a neighbouring Town , called 
| Ladgarſhal, heard a Drum beat there, and _ 
being concerned as a Commiſſion Officer in 
the Militia, he enquired of the Bayliffe 
| of che Town , at whoſe Houſe he then 
- was, what ic meant. The Bayliffe told him, 
that they had for ſome dayes been troubled 
by that /dle Drummer, who demanded mo- 
ney of the Conſtable by vertue of. a pre- 
tended paſs, which he. thought was coun- 
terfeir, Upon this Information Maſter 
Mompeſſon {ent for the fellow , and ask't 
him, by what Aztbority he went up and 
down the Countrey in-that manner; de- 
manding money , and keeping a clutter 
with his Druzz ?£ The Drummer an{wered, 
he had good Authority , and produced his 
_ paſs, 'wich a warrant under the hands of 
Sir William Cawly, and Colonel Ayliffe of 
Gretexbam, | Theſe papers diſcover'd the  - 
| navery, for Mr. Mompeſſoz knowing thoſe 
Gentlemens hands , found that lus:paſs, 
_ ang warrane were forgerics; and woo: 
SE! - om . the 
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the diſcovery, commanded the vagrant to | 
pur off his Dram, and charged the Con. 
fable to carry him to the next 'Faftice of 
Peace, to puniſh him according to the de. 
ſert,of his Tnſolence and Reguery. The fel. 
low then conteſt the chear , and bego'd 
earneſtly for his Pryw. Burt Mr. Mom. 
peſſon told him, that if he underſtood from 
 Collonel A4yliffe, whoſe Drummer he pre- 
tended to be, that he had been an honeſt 
Iman, he ſhould have it again ; bur that in 
the interim he would ſecure ir, So he left 
the Drum with the Bayliffe,and the Dram- 
mer in the Conſtables hands ; who it 
feems after, upon intreaty, let him go. 
About the midſt of April following, 
' when Mr, M. was prepating-for a Journey 
tw:Lendon, the Bayliffe ſent the Drumto |. 
his hovſe ; and-being returned, his Wife 
rold him, that they had been much af- | , 
frighted in the night by Thieves, inhis ab- || , 
ſence, and that the Houſe had like to have JI 
beenbroken up. He had not beenat home | ; 
above three nights , when the ſame noiſe || ; 
returned that Fad diſturbed his Family || , 
1 
| 
4 


een Ragan. AH ES IA SPI eo” Oh 8 ng As. 
£3 oe RR oe. No TORN po. 19 CIT RIES LY rr "OT. ©" "EPR 


Ty OAP] "4 ſn? Ma WEN CI 5 j , , Fo W x Joh FA $62 Þ5 ; ; £86 422 _ Is 4 T Cap nt: "bes 5 ra F" DT & " mw anne; ECL Sie a 
= bw ” 4 | REY | _ Os + Er 5 ot IE) IE OY. hs So -_ Ke DER prone 1 7 : B we WE ” s ha ad NG of s PN 4 = 
* . ' : 


LI ol 20K 2h £ < > 0; = _—_— 4 WF ob FRY N 
hate ——_—_ x4 Wc FLATTER FL gs COIN Ap. he Fs in. if Fatt: MMP 7 AE 
, "OE" - 4 © ts * A TIEER - A 2 - 0 a 
"f PE SE b=-3 oh : -.. eat $3 OE PI 7 _.- CI LOEENET FY q p toe. pes _ - 7 
. J Kt © 4 IT te a 4 T " wi . 7 2& on URL 7 5 5 ? 
* | - 
> 


when he was abroad : It was a verygreat. || | 
knecking at his Doors, and the out-f1des of 
his. Houſe, Mr, A, aroſe , and with a | 


brace 
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'off into the Air. 


Were in Bed , and ſtay almoſt two, The 


251 hf ad 


p 
[1 " 
Þ 


 Ait6yerthe Houſe 3 and ar its receſs they 


1, 


fturbance, He open'd the door, wherethe ' 
great knocking was , and preſently the 
noiſe was at another: he opened that alſo, 
and went forth,, rounding his Houſe , but 


could diſcover nothing z only he Rill heard : 


a ſtrange noiſe , and hollow ſound 3 but 
could not perceive what was the occaſion 
of it.., When he was returnedto his Bed, 
the noiſe was a thumping and Drimming 
on the topof his Houſe, which continued 

ood ſpace , and then by degrees wene 


After this 1: would come 5 nights to- 


gether, andabſent it ſelf 3, knocking ve- 


ry hard on the our-fides of the. Houſe, 


| which is, moſt of it of Board, This It 
did conſtantly as they were going to fleep, 


either early or late. 'Aﬀter a months racket 
withour, 7t came into the room where the 
Drum lay,where it would be 4 or 5 nighes 
in 7, makthg great hollow ſonnds, and ſen- 


fibly ſhaking the Beds and Windows. . 1# 


would' come: within half an hour after the 


hen of its approach was an hurling inthe 


H.4 - ſhould 
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brace of Piſtols in hishands , wentupand 
down, ſearching for the cauſe of the Di- 


%. 
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hour - together bear , 
-ROUNDHEADS aiCUCKOLDS— ; 
the FATTOO, and ſeveral other Points 


thould bar a Drum feat, like " break- }} i 
ing up of a Guard. Ir. continued in this |}. 
Room forthe ſpace of two mont"s 3- the: |. 
Gentleman himſelf lyingt thereto obſerve || 
1t: andthoughir was very troubleſome in 
thefore-parrt of the night ,,yet after two 


hours diſturbance , it would deliſt and : 


leave all in quietneſs : At which time per- 


haps the Laws of the Black Society requi- 


red its preſence at the general RendeFvous 
ellewhere.. 

}\ wo this time the Gentleman's Wife 
was brouzht to Bed; the noiſe came a- 
lictle thar "night ſhe was in Travail , but. 
then forbore for- three weeks till he had 
recover'd ſtrength, Aﬀer this civil ceſſari- 
0x, itreturned ina r#der manner than be- 
fore ,, applyins wholly to the younger 


Children ; : whoſe Bedſteads ir would beat | 


with-that violence, thar all preſent would 
expect 


&, when they would fall in pieces. 


' Thoſe. that laid their hands upon, them, 


could feel no blows, but perceived them 
to ſhake excec dingly. Ir would for an 
what . they call 


of Warre , and that as dexterouſly as 
Ee * any 


he 


F under the -Bed;, and ſcratch -thereas if ir 
| hadIron Tallons. -It would lifr the Chil- 
f dren up in their Beds, follow them from 
one room to another, and for a while ap- 
 plyedto none particularly but them. 

\ There was a Cockloft in the Houſe 
which had been obſerved hitherto to be 
untroubled ; thither they removed their 

| children, putting them to bed while it was 
fair day : and yet they were no ſooner co- 

vered , bur the unwelcome Yiſitant was 
-H come, and played his Tricks as before. -_ 

- Onthe 5th. of Novemb. 16632. ir kept 

a- mighty noiſe , and one of the Gentle- 

| mans Servants obſerving two Boards in 

the Childrens room that ſeemed to move, 
ne bid it give him one of them, and pre- 

I. ſently the Board came within a yard of = 
him, The Fellow added, Nay, let me have 
in my hand: upon which it was ſhufr 


quigehome. _The man thruſt ir back, and _ 
theeDemon returned'it tohim;andſofrom 
, one to another at leaſt 20 times together, 
till the Gentleman forbad his Servant ſuch 

B Familiarities, Thar morning ir left a Sat- _ 
Phurone ſmell behind it,very diſpleafant;and 

offenſive; which poſhbly; My Lord, ſome 
8” >< | H:3 would 


ao marter brough 
ious vaults, to which we may ſuppoſe the 
vehicles of thoſe inp re Spiries to be near- 


ly allyed. Ar Fs the” Miniſter of the 


Jurs came to the Houſe, and went 


at thar time /# was very troubleſome, and 
loud. During the time of Prayer it with- 


drew into the :Cockloft, but the Service be- 


ing ended, it returned ; and in the fight. 


and preſence of the company, the Chairs 


_ walked about the Room , the Childrens 


Shooes werethrown over their heads, and 
 everyloole thing moved abour the Cham- 


 Afniſter, which hic him on the Leg 
favourabl ly. that a lock of Wooll cguld 
not have fallen more ſoftly. And a gircum- 
ſtance more-was obſerv'd; viz. that ir ne- 
ver inthe leaft roul'd , nor mov'd from 
the place where ir liohred. = 
| - The Gentleman perceiving that 2t fo 
nach perſecuted the little Children, lodg'd 


where 


conje Fd WET a. 
t fromthe mediterys.. 


place, one Mr. Cragge, and many of the 


to prayer at the Childrens Bed-fide, where 


ber : Alſo a Bed-ſtaffe was thrown at rhe 
, but ſo 


us Neighbours Houle, androok 
his eldeſt" Daughter , who was about 19+; 
i of Ave, into his c own Chamber, | 


re 1t had not been ina month b 


4% ! * 


S Bat no ſooner was ſhe in Bed , but the. 
e | troubleſome Gueſt was with her, and con- 
tinued his unquier vifirs for the ſpace,of 
|| three weeks, . durins which time it would 
| beat the Drum, -and exaftly anſwer any 
8 Tunethar was knock't, or call'd for. The 
Houſe where the Gentleman had lodged 
his Children being full of Strangers , he 
was forced to take them home again ; and 
becauſe they had never obſerved any di- 
 Aurbancein the Parlor, he laid them there, 
where alſo their old Viſitant found them 
-bur at this time troubled them no other- 
wiſe than by plucking them by the hair, 
and night-cloathes. 26] 

It would ſometimes lift up the Servants 
with their Beds, and lay them down again 
gentlywithour'any more prejudice,thatithe 
fright of being carried ro the Drommers 
Quarters. And art other times ir would 
— lie like a great weight upon their Feer. 

__ *Twas obſerved, that when the noiſe 
. waSloudeſt, and came with the moſt ſud- 
a4in, and furprizing violence, yer no Dog 
would move. The knocking was oft ſo 


#+boyſterous and rude, that it hath been 


able diſtance in the 
H4 Fields, 


| feard: ata conſider 
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Fields, ang awakened the Neighbours in þ 
the Village, none of which live very near 
this houſe. ES at 
About the latter end of Decemb, 1662. 
The Drummings were leſs frequent , and 
the noiſe the Fiend made, was a gingling 
as it had been of money ; occalioned, as 
*rwas thought, by ſome diſcourſe of an 
antient Gentlewoman, Mother to Mr. X, 
(who was one day ſaying to a Neighbour 
that talked of Fairies leaving money, That 
ſhe ſhould like it well, if it would leave 
them ſome to make amends for the trouble 
it made them) for that night there was a 
great chinking of money all the houſe 
over ; but he that roſe earlieſt next morn- 
ing, was ne're a groat the richer. After 
this it deſiſted from its ruder noiſes, and 
iumployed it ſelf abour little. apsſþ Tricks, 
and leſstroubleſome Caprichiv's. On Chriſt- | 
mee Eve, an hour before day , one of the | 
lictle Boycs ariſing out of his Bed , was - 
bir on a fore place in his Heel, by the latch 
of. the Door, which the waggiſh Demos 
had pluckt out and thrown _— —The 
Pin. that faftned it was ſo ſmall, that 'twas 
for the credir of his Opricks, that he pick'c 
1t out without Candle light, The night af-\ 
| | cr 


. Tos 


ter- Chriſlmas-Day 1t: threw all the old 
Gentlewomans Cloaths about the Room, 
and hid her Bible in the Aſhes, In ſuch 
impertinent Iudricow fegaries, it was fre- 
vent. And ſuch paſlages are to me conſi- 
Jrable iptimations that the 7mps of 
Witches , andother troubleſome appearing 
Spirits, are not alwayes Devils, as I have 
diſcours'tin my Conſider ations about Witch- 
craft. 
: Wes thu the Spirit was very troubleſome 
toa Servantaf Mr, Mompeſſons, who was 
a ſtout Fellow, andof ſober converſation. 
In the Relationof whoſe vexations, I beg 
your Lord(hips leave tobe a little leſs ſo- 
lemn, T his gameſter then had the hardineſs 
to lye within during: the greateſt diſtur- 
bance. His Maſter permitted him to give 
this proot of his Courage, and lodg'd him 
in the next room to his own.. There was 
Fohn engariſen'd , and provided for the 
aſſault with-a truſty Sword, andother im- 
plements of War, And for ſome time there 
was ſcarce a night paſt , without ſome 
doubty action 2 encounter, in which the , 
ſucceſs was various, One while Fobn's 
| bag and baggage would be in the Ene- 
mies power, Doubles and Breeches __ 
zed, 
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26d, and his" Shoves raiſed in rebelloy a: if 
_ gainſthim; and then Juffy Fob» by Dint || # 
of Weapon recovers all again , ſuppteſ. 
ſerh the inſurretfion of his Shoes, and 
| holds his own in ſpighe of Sztan, and the || 
Drummer,” And for the moſt parr our || 
Combarant came off with honour and ad- || ! 
vantage , except when his enemy our- || : 
watch'd and ſurprized him, and then he's | 
made a priſoner , bound hand and foot, 
and at the mercy- of rhe Goblin ; till he 
hath got the opportunity of.recovering his | 
Diabolical Blade, and then our Champion 
is in good plight again, Somerimes the }} 
Scuffle was ſo great and lead, that Mr. M1, NN 
himſelf was fain to come in to Fehn's al- | 
Gftance, which he rook in very ill part, as | 
adiftruſt' of-his \conrage 3 as if he were |. 
not fingly able rodeaF with the Devil, who 
 t5avery Coward, and fights with the dif- 
advantage of a'Chairn ar his Heels, Aﬀter 
theſe contraſts,Sir Tho, Benner's/Son whoſe 
workman the Drammer had *fometrimes 
been, came tothe houſe, and told Mr, Ar. 
ſomewordsthat he had ſpoken , which ir- 
ſeems was not well reſented ; for as ſoon 
asthey were ih bed; the Dram came with 
a mighty rattle; the Gentleman TOE | i 
Ps He es ea TANG a 
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 call'd his man to him; who lay with Fobn x 
| and no ſooner was Mr, Benners Servant. 


—_— 


f gone, but there came a ruſhing noiſe as if 
jt had been a Gentlewoman 1n Silk , to 
 Fobns bed-fide. Our Champion takes the 
Alarm, and catches at his Sword to aſſault 
F the. Lady, contrary to all the rules of 
B Knight erraniry, 'Twas with much diff. . 
a uy and tugging that he got it into his 
poſleflion : for it ſeems the Aiery Damoſelt 
was not willing to be courted with Fobr's 
Cutting Complements: Burt being poſleſt 
of that dreadful Blade, the Amazon of the 
| Aire withdrew her ſelf from the danger of 
his provoked ire, and left the Champion 
to admire the effeQs of his courage. Bur 
enough of plaiſencAupon the occalion of 
 Fohn's Chivalry, and Encounters, 
 Byſeveral inſtances it hath been diſco- 
ver'd, that this Spirit was afraid of a Wea- 
pon, or at leaſt pretended to be ſo; for 
when they uſeda Sword, it alwayes cauti- 
ouſly avoided, And of this my Lord, 1 
have given an account elſewhere. | 
-- Abour the beginning of Far. 1662. 
"They were wont to hear a ſizing in the. 
| Chimmpey, before 1s came down. And one 
|| vighrabour thistime; Lights were ſeen in 


# 
= 


Aﬀer the light, ſomething was heard com- 


ing vp the Stairs, as if it had been ſome 


' one without Shooes. . The. light. was allo 


40r 5 times ſeen in the Childrens Cham. 
ber; and the Maids confidently athrm, * 
that the doors were at leaſt ten times open- _ 
#&hut in their fight. They heard a 


T2 5 o 


noiſe.ar the ſame time when the Doors 
were opened, asif half a dozen had en- 


4 


tred intogether, After which ſome were 


hearg to walk about #he room , and one 

ruſled as if it had been in Silk. The like 
Mr. M. himſelf once heard. , Z 

_ + _ During thetimeof the knocking, when 
many were preſent , a Gentleman of the 
- company ſaid , Satan, If the Drummer 


Aer theea work, give three knocks and no I 
more, which it did. very diſtinaly , and 


ſtopt. Then rhe Gentleman knockt, to ſee 


- if it would anſwer him as ir was wont, bur Þ 
x remained quict. He. further tryediatthe 


ſame way, bidding it, for confirmacton, 


—Þ 


WO 


109 
fi it were the Drammer, to give 5 knocks 
and no more that niche , which 1 2 did ac- 
{ cordingly, and was filent all che nighr af- 
ter» This was done 1n the preſence of Sir 
Tho, Chamberlain of Oxfordſhire, and ſe- 
 veral others, _ | 
- On Satwday morning, Fan. 10, an 
hour before day the -Dram was beaten up- 
on theour-ſides of Mr. Mompeſſons Cham- 
| ber, from whence it wefit to the other 
end of the Houſe , where ſome Gentle- 
g-men, Strangers, lay, playing attheir door, 
and without, 4 or 5 (everal Tunes, and ſo 
went oft into the Air; 
The next night a Smith of the Village | 
lying with Fobn, they heard a noiſe in the 
' room , as if one had been ſhoving of a 
Horſe there z and, ſomewhat came as is 
_ were with a pair of Pincers, and ſnipt at 
the Smiths Noſe moſt partgf the Night, 
One morning Mr. Mompeſſon riſing 
| earlytogo a Journey, heard agrear noiſe 
| below, where the Childrenlay , andrun- 
S ning down with a Piſtol in his hand, heard 
-this voice, A Witch, a Witch, as they had 
_ allo beard it once before, bur upon his 
| entrance all was quiet. Having one night 


De fome linle pranks ar Mr, Mom eſ-_ 
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ſon's Beds feet , it went into'another Bed; | 
| where layone of his Daughters,” where || # 
_ Tt paſſed from fide to fide, and lifted Nl ? 
her up a$ it went under her, Art thar 
time there were three kindes of noiſes 
inthe Bed. They endeavoured tothruſt ax 
It with'a Sword , bur it very carefully a. | 
voided them , ftill skippins under the 
Childe, when they. were ready to thruſt, 
The night afrer 1+ came paring, like a 
Dog out of breath -z upon which one 
took a: Bedſtaff ro knock , which was ta-_ 
ken ont of her hand, andthrown away, 
Upon this company came. up, and' pre- 
ſently the room was filled with a bloomy 
noiſome (mell , and was very hor, though 
without Fire, and in midſt of a very ſharp 
\ and ſevere Winter. 7: continued in the 
_ Bed, panting, and ſcratching an hour:and | 
| half, andthen went into the next Cham- 
ber, where it knockt a little, and ſeemed 
to rattle a chain, . Thus ir did for rwo'or 
three nights together. WW 
_ Afﬀterthis the old Gemtlewomans Bible 
- wasfoundin the Aſhes open , the 'paper | 
_ fide being downwards, Mr. Mompefion 
took it up, and obſcrved that it lay openar | 
the third Chapter of $, Mark,in whichthere } 
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| wention is of the. anclean ſpirits falling | 
f down before our Saviour ; of his giving 
aw'r tothe 12 19 caft out Devils , and of 
[| the Scrives opinion, that he caſt them ous 
| through Beelzebub, The next night they. 
rewed aſhes over the Chamber, ro ſee 
| what impreſſions it would leave. And in 
the morning , found in one place the re- 
| ſemblance of a-grear Clam, in another of a 
| lefler; ſome Letters in another , which 
' they could make nothing of z beſides many 
_ Circles and Scratches in the -Afhes : all 
| which 1 ſuppoſe were /udicrows devices, 
_ by which the [poref#l Demon made paſtime 
| with humane /gno7 ence and Credutity. 
_ » Abourthis time, as1 formerlytold your 
Lordſhip, my curiofity drew me tothe 
- | Houſe, .to be a witneſs of ſome of thoſe 
Þ ffrange - paſſages. Ir had ceas't from its 
pranks of Drumming, and ruder noiſes be- 
fore I came 3 but moſt of the more re- 
markable circumftances before related, 
were confirmed to me:there by ſeveral of 
the Neighbours rogether , who had been 
preſent at them, Ar that- time it uſed 
to haunt _ the Children 3; T heard it 
ſcratch, very loudly. and difiin&ly in their 
| Bed, behinde the Boulſter, I thruſt i : | 
2 5 20 1h T an 
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hand to the-place where'the noiſe ſeemed || 
_ tobe, upon, which 7: withdrew to another 
__partof the Bed;, and upon the taking ou 
of my hand, it returned as before. 1 had 
heard of its imitating noiſes,and therefore 
made the trial, by ſcratching certain de- 
terminate times upon the Sheer, as 5. and 
7, and 10. which 1: did alſo, and ſtill opt 
at my number. After a while 1t went in- 
to the midſt of rhe Bed under the Children, | 
| and there parted like a Dog, very loudiy. 
I put my hand upon the place, and felt the 
Bed bear up againſt ir,as if ſomething had 
thruſt ir up but by graſping,could feel no- 
thing but the Feathers : and there was no- 
thing under it, The motion 7t cauſed by. 
this panting was ſoſtrong that it ſhook the 
Room, and Windows. Ir continued thus 
for more than half an hour , while I tay- | 
ed, andas long after. I was certain there | 
_ couldbe no fallacy nor deceit in thebe pal- 
ſages, which I critically examined ; and 
I am ſure there was nothing of fear, or 
imagination in the caſe 3 for 1 was no 
"more concern d than I am at the Writing 
this Relation. 


But to proceed with Mr, Mempeſoon's 
own particulars, RE 
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_ There came one morning a light into 
the Childrens Chamber , and the voice, 
crying, 4 Witch, aWich , fora leaſtan 
hundred times together, Mr. M. ſeeing 
ara time ſome VVood move that was in 
the Chimney, when no one was near, dif- 
charged a Piſtol into it ; after which they 
found teveral drops of Blood on the 
Hearth, and indivers places of the Stairs. 
There was aſeeming calm in the Houſe 
for 2 or 3 nights after the diſcharge of the 
Piſtol; bur then it came again, applying 
1t (elf ro littlechilde, newly taken from 
Nurſe ; which Ir ſo perſecuted , that It 
would not let the poor Infant reſt for wo 
nights rogerher, nor ſuffer a Candle in the 
Room, but would carry them away light- 
S | edupthe Chimney, or throw them under 
| the Bed, It ſo ſcared this Childe, by leap- - 
| 1ng upon it, thatfor ſome hours it could 
not be recovered out of rhe fright, Inſo- 
. much as they were enforced again to re- 
remove the Children out of the Houſe. 
The next night after they were gone, ſome- 
thing abour midnight came up the Stairs, _ 
- and knock't at Mr. Mompeſſon's door z bur 
he lying ſtill, 78 went up another pair of 
Stairs, to his may FLDSINEs ; to whom /s 
| 26D EP 


/ 


"BIS 


ws ao Re F * +. os EASE WES © SP. te TL ls. Os PU > 
= » Po OE. Y 41 dt 4 No + AY % ;\ <448 3.45 
" ho] RIES, Fo "4 Ms, 7 RES Dina \, N WE. og hn vt 3 lA M <M +4 es obs of Shs 3%, 25% tht 
3m _ wy NH ao Do. P15 OE k 7 pO _ ws $0 48 6 x : 7% pe # = 
X ALS 3-16 Jes p3 hp <6: \ V BK ; 4 
N F Pad ; 
28 NYSE ” x We: 1 . - 
o «dS. ” 
[F 5» q 
EE 
4 4 * 
ERR $4 « 
0 & 4 v - 4 
s 
þ a 


Trcontinued thus 4. hours, and ſo beat the 


_ that they were forced to ariſe, and fit up 
_ them with Aſhes ; and that though they 


*% 
all day. 


The Demon 
appeared, ſtanding ar his Beds foot, The 
exa@ſhape and proportion he could not | 
diſcover ; butſaw a great body, with two 
redand glaring eyes, which for ſome time 
were fixt ſteddily upon him, and art length 
diſappeared. | 


Another night Strangers being preſent, 


. 18 purr'd in the Children's Bed like a Cat ; 


and at that time the Cloaths and Children 
were lift up from the Bed, and 6, men 
could tor keep them down. Upon this | 
they removed them thence, intending to 
have ript up the Bed. But they were no 
ſooner laid in another , but this fecond 
Bed was more troubled than the former. 


Childrens Legs againſt the Beds-Poſts, 


all night, Aﬀeer this_ it would empty 
Chamber-pots into their Beds, and ſtrew 


were-never {o carefully watch't, It pur a 
Sp piked Iron into Mr. Mompeſſov's Bed, 
id" into his Mothers a naked Knife up- 
right. It would fillporrengers with Aſhes, 
ehrow every thing about, and keep a noiſe 


out the beginning of April, 1663. a 
: ; Gene 


of Tedworth ug 
' Gentleman thar lay in the houſe had all his 
' money turn'd black in his Pockets. And 
Mr. Mempeſſon, enc morning coming into 
his Stable, found the Horſe he was wont 
to ride, on the ground, with one of his 
hinder Legs ta his mouth , and ſo faſtned 
there, that *rwas difficult work for ſeveral 
men, with a Leaver, to get it out, After 
this there were fome other remarkable 
things ; bur my account goes no farther : 
Only Mr. Mompeſſon told me , that after- 
wards the houſe was ſeveral nights beſet 
with 7. or 8. in the ſhape of men, who 
as ſo0n-asa Gun was diſcharged , weuld 
- ſhuffile away together into an Arbour. 
THE DRUMMER: was tr3ed at the 
Aſiize ar Salubury , tor ſome petty Fello-' 
| nies he had commirted ; and there: theſe 
Þ| paſſages alſo were oroduct d, andurg'd. 
_ He was condemn'd to the Iſlands , and 
was accordingly ſent away : but I know 
not how, made a ſhift tocome backagain. 
-And *tis obſervable , that during a] all che 
time of his reſtraint, and abſence , the 
_ Houfe was in quiet ; but as ſoon as ever 
became back, the diſturbance alſo return- 
ed. Hehad been a Souldier under CROM- 
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Books he had of an odde Fellow's, who 
was counted a Wizard, And upon this 
occaſion I'le mention to your Lordſhip a 
paſſage, which I had not from Mr, Mom. 
peſſon 3 but yet is not irrelative. —=_ 
A Gentleman, who was with me at the _ 
Houſe, being in company with one who 
praftiſeth Phyſick , and pretends to ſtrange 
matters, was telling the Door this Rela- 
iow : The Phyſician told him, he was ſure 
"'ewas nothing but a Rendezvous of. 
Witches , and that for an hundred pounds 
he would undertake to clear the houſe 
from all diſturbance, In conſequence of 
which diſcourſe he talk'd many high 
things 3 andhaving got my friend alone in 
another Room. apart from the company, 
ſaid , he would ſhew him'he could do 
ſomething more than ordinary , and askt 
him who he delired to ſee. The Gentle- 
man had no great confidence in his talk,bur 
yer he preſſing that he would name ſome 
one, ſaid, He deſired to ſee no one (o 
much as his VVife, © Upon this the Door 
rook up a Glaſs that was in the room, and 
ferting it down again, bid him ook in it, 


the 
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which he did ; and profefſeth that he ſaw .| 
the perfe&t Image of his Wife : which is 
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| the more ſtrange , in that this perſon was 
: <Rlebs ſtranger to her, This my Lord, 
' my friend averr'd to mee for a certainty ; 
andhe is one in whoſe word I can repoſe, 
being a man very ſober, and intelligenr. 
L underſtand fince , that this DoRor hath 


| the name of a very odde perſon among his. 
| Neighbours 3 and not only among the 


credulous, and eafie vulgar, but even a- 
mong thoſe of more ſenſe and judgment. 

_ THUS MY LORD, Ihave given 
your Henour the ſumme of the Relation, 
which I extrated from Mr. Mompeſſon's 
own Letters. The ſame. particulars alſo 
he writ to the DoGtor of the Chair in 
| Oxford, He is a Gentleman of whoſe ve- 
racity_ inthis accoufit I know not the Jealt 
ground of fuſpicion,he being neither vain, 
nor credulous ; bur a diſcreet , ſagacious, 
and manly perſon. You know, my Lord, 
the credit of matters of fact depends much 
upon the confideration of the Relators ; 
and if They cannot be deceived themſelves, 


nor ſuppoſed any wayes intereſled to #m- 
| Poſe upon others , we may, and we ought 
0 acquieſce in their repsrts: For upon + 


theſe circumſtances all hamane Faith is 
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think themſelves as well aſſured: of thoſe 
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pable of any proof beſides, but that of || 
immediate ſenſible Evidence, Now this 


Gentleman cannot be thought ignorant 


himſelf- of the Trath, and certainty of 
what he relates , it having been done in 
his Family , and himſelf a Witneſs, and 


that not of a little circumſtance , or two, 


but of a hundred 3 not for once, or twice 


only, but for the { Pace of ſome years z du- 


ring which time he was a concerxed, and 
7aquiſitive obſerver, So that it cannot with 
any ſhew of reaſon be ſuppoſed that any | 


of his Servants abuſea him, ſince in all 


that time he muſt needs have deteded the 
aeceit : and what intereſt could any of his 


Family have had (if it had been poſlible to - 
have managed it without diſcovery ) to 


continue ſo long , ſo ironbleſome , and (0 


7n|uriews a fallacy, Nor can it with any þ 
thing of more probability be imagined, 
that his own melancholly deluded him ; 
ſince (beſides that,he is no craſie or imagi- 


-native perſon) that humour could not 
. have been-ſo laſting and pertinaciows : or 


if itwereſo in him , can we thinkhe in- 


fected his whole Family , andthoſe Mlulti- þ 


tirudesof his Neighbours and-Others, that 


pe 


actt- 


as himſelf > Theſe are wilde Suppoſals, and 


not like ro tempt any but thoſe whoſe 


Wills are their Reaſons, The main Relator 
then knew himſelf, whether what he ſaid 


was Tree, and whether thoſe things which 
were acted in his Houſe were Fuzgles,and 
contrived Impoſtures, or extraordinary re- 


alaties, And if ſo, Whar- Intereſt could 
he ſerve in maintaining ſuch a cheat, if ir 
were one, and he knew itto be o ? 

He ſuffered by it in his Name, in his 


| Eftate, in his Affairs, and inthe general 


Pea'e of his Family. Thoſe that believ'd 
not any thing of Spirits, or Witchcraft in 
thoſe TranſatFions , (which were not a 
few) took him for an 1wpoſtor, Thoſe 


| thar did, many of them judg'd the per- 


miſſion of ſuch an extraordinary evil., to 


| be the Tudoment of God upon him , for 


{ome notorious impiety, Thus his Name 
was continually expoſed to Cenſure, and 
his Eſtate ſuffered by the concourſe'of 


. people from all parts ro his houſe ; whom” 


he could nor diſmiſs without the Civilrry 
of an Entertainment. And beſides this, 


he was hindered, and diverted from the 
_ proſecution of his Aﬀairs, and he could 
ER I 4 _ hardly 
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ations, of which they were Witneſſes, 


RS 


hardlyget , or retain any in his Service, 
To which, if I adde the continual hurry 
_ that his Family was in 3; the affriebr,, 

wexations, and toſſings up and down of 
his Children, and the Watchings and Di- 


which himſelf muſt needs be the moſt 
concerned perſon, I ſay, the putting to- 
gether of theſe Circumſtances will be 
evidence enough, that he could have no 
| intereſt in 7's rn to puta cheat upon 
the world , in which he would moſt of 
all have jnjured, and abuſed himſelf. Or, 
if he ſhould have deſigned and managed 
fo incredible, ſo unprofitable an Impoſture, 
tis ſtrange he ſhould trouble himſelf fo 
long inaQuating an «4b»ſive Artifice, only 
to deceive, andto be talk't of, And 'tis 
yet more ſo, thatnone of -thoſe numerous 
2xquifitive perſons, that came thither pur- 
poſely to Cr:t2ciſe, and examine the truth 
of thole matters, could make any Diſco- 
peries, Eſpecially fince many came pre- 


-judiced againft the belief of ſuch things in 


general, and others reſolved before-hand 


_ againſt the belief of th# ; and all were 
_ permitted all poſſible freedom of ſearch 


and inquiry ; And after things were 


weighed 


he 


| flurbance of his whole Houſe 3 in all | 


| 


weighed and examined, ſeverd| that wire 
_ prejudicated enough before , went away 
 rongly convicted. To which I adde, 
Thar there are divers parriculars in the 
Story, in which no abuſe or deceit could 
- have been praQtifed 3 as the motion of 
Boards and Chairs of themſelves, the beat- 
ing of a Drum inthe midſt of a Roopr, and 
in the 4ir, when nothing was to be ſeen ; 
the heat that fal'd a whole Room withour 
Fire in exceſſive cold Weather : The 
Scratching and Panting where nothing or- 
dinary could be ſuſpeRed for the cauſe ; 
and ſeveral others ſuch like : All which 
have numbers of ſober and unintereſſed 
| perſons to atteſt them. . 
| | *TIS true my Lord, that whenthe Gen- 


tlementhe King ſent were there,the Houſe . . 


was quiet , and' nothing heard , or feen 
| that night. And this was confidently , and 
| with riurph reported by many as an evi- 
| dence of the #ntruth of the Srory. Bur 
| certainly 'twas bur poor Logick to conclude 
in matters of Fact from a fingle Negative, 
| andſuch a one againſt numerous Affirma- 
tives ; and to inferr that athing was never 
done, becauſe omitted at ſuch a ſeaſon 
and that no body ever ſaw, what this may, 

or 


orthat did:not. © By the ſamerule of con. || 
ſequence | may ſay, that there were ne. (| 
ver any Robbers upon Saltsbury Plains, be- 
cauſe I have often travelled over them,and 
never met any of thoſe ſorts of Yiolence; 


'and the French-man inferred well, that 


ſaid, There w4s n0 Sun in England, becauſe 
he was 6 Weeks here , and never ſaw it, 


This my Lord, is the comr.o0n Argument” 


of thoſe that deny the 'being of Appariii- 
ens ; Theyhavetravel'd all times of the 
nighe, and never ſaw any thing worſe than 


themſelves; and it may be. ſo: Therefore | 
Spirits and Apparitions are Bugs and Im- 


poftures, But why do notſuch Arguers 
conclude,that there was never a Cut-Purſe 
on Ludgate-Hill, becauſe they have paſt 
that way a hundred times, and were ne- 
ver met with by anyof thoſe nimble pra- 


titioners, Certainly, he that denyes Ap- 


paritions upon the confidence of this Ne- 
eative , azainſt the vaſt heap of pofurive 
Aſſurances , is credulow , if he believe 
there was ever any High-way:' man 1n the 
world , it he himſelf was never -rob'd. 
And the Tryals of Ajvi[es, and Atteſt ati- 


_ ens of thoſe that have, if he will be juſt, 


ought to move, his aſſeut no more inthis 
calc, 
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caſe, than in.that of Witches and Appari- 
tions which have the very ſame evidence. 
Bur for the particular of the quiet of Mr, 
| Mompeſſou's Houſe , while the Conrriers 
were there, . it may be remembred, and 
conſidered, that the Diſturbances were nor * 
alwayes conſtant , but interrupted by in- 
tervals of Ceſſation, ſometimes for ſeve- 
ral dayes, and ſometimes for weeks, as 
is mention'dinthe Relation ; ſome paſla- 
ges of which,that record thoſe Ceflations, 
were I am ſure written in Mr. Mompeſſon's 
Letters, before thoſe Gentlemen had been 
at Tedworth, So that its omitting ar that 
time *tis like was meerly accidental ; or 
poſſibly the malicious Spirit was not wil- 
ling to give ſo publick a reſtimeny of Ns 
being, and troubleſome incurſions , tor the 
convincing thoſe , he had rather ſhould 
| continue in the 4tsbelief of his exiſtence: 
| but however it were , this circumſtance 
will afford but a very {lender inference a- 
| gainſtthe credit of the Story , (except a- 
- mons thoſe who are willing to take any 
thing for an Argument againſt things they 
_ have an intereſt not to acknowledge. There 
are other exceptions made againſt rhe 
Truth of this Relation, and Dr; 2, Mears 
_ | ent 
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that were objetted at Cambridge, to which 
| T have an{wered in a Letter tohim , and 


with this. des : 
* _ THUS, my Lord, I have given your 
Honour the ſum of this Aﬀair 3 and I 
- havetaken notice of, and recorded the 
-particulars of the R-lation , notto fatis- 
\\ flecarioſity, or feed the humour that de- 
lights in wonders, which are but mean, de- 


ſigns, and unbecoming one that pretends 


ciſm , the Diſeaſe of onr Age. And 

though thoſe paſſages are not ſo dreadfal, 
 Iragical, and amazing , as there are ſome 
_ related inStories of this kinde ; yet are 
3 they never the leſs probable , or true, for 
F being leſs prodigious, and aftoniſhing, And 
F they are ſtrange enougn to prove them- 
felvesthe effetfs of ſome inviſible exira- 
ordinary Agent, andto demonſtrate, that 


fibly intermeddle in our Aﬀairs. And 1 


extant, For theſe things were not done 
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ſent me _an account of ſome- particulars | 


—__ = wh Wm 


have ſent ir your Lordſhip in company || 


to any thing that is generous. But I con-. 
{1der it as a great evidence againſt. Saddu- 


there are SPIRITS that ſometimes ſen- i 


- think they do it with as many clear cir- || 
cumſtances of evidence as any thing that is 
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| long azo, or at far diſtance , in an iznc- 


rant Age, or among-a barbarow people ;, 
they were not ſeen only by 2 or 3 of the 


 melancholick , and Superſtitions , and re- 


ported by thoſe that made them ſerve the 
advantage, and intereſt of a Faition. 
They were not the paſlages of a 4ay, or 
nizht , ,nor the vaniſhing glances of an 


| Apparition, Butthole circumſtances were 
near, and late, publick, frequent , and of 


years continuance 3 Witneſled by walts- 
tudes of competent, and anbiaſt Areſtrs, 


and adFed in a ſearching and incredulous 


Age ; Arguments enough for the convi- 
ion of a modeſt, and capable reaſon, 

This Relation, my Lord, you perceive 
proves the being of SPIRITS and AP- 


| PARITIONS, but net {o direatly that of 
| WITCHES and Diabolick Contratts; and 
| therefore, while Lam abour it, I ſhall adde 
| the other NARRATIVE which I pro- 
| miſed your Honour , and which I recei- 
| ved fromthe Fuftice of Peace, whotook 
the Examination upon Oath: Tis the ſame 
Gentleman to. whom 1 dire&ed my Ler- 
ter about WITCHCRAFT, and a very 


judicious , ſearching , and ſagacioue per- 


log, He waspleaſed to give me his own 
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- which is in the following Relation, 


abour three of the Clock in the af- 
ternoon , Rich, Fones ,, then a ſprightly 
youth, abour 1 2; years old, Son of Henry 
Fones of Shepton Mallet , in this' County 
of Somerſet , being in his Fathers Houſe 
alone, and perceiving one looking in at 
the Window, went to the door , where 
one Faxe Brocks of the ſame Town (but 
then by «me unknown to this Boy) came 
to him. She deſired himto give her a piece 
of cloſe Bread, and gave him an Apple, 
After which (he alſo firoked him down on 
the right {fide , ſhook him by the hand, 


returned into the houſe , where he had 
been lett well when his Father, and one 
_ Gibſon went from him : bur at their re- 
turn, Which was within an hour, orthere- 
abour, they found himill, and complain- 
ing of his right fide, in which the pain 


and on Monday following in the evening, 


Brooks; aud having eaten about half of 
| in, 
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Copy of the Examination the ſam of 


"JN SUNDAY, 15. of Nov. 1657. 


and {o bid him good night, The Youth þ 


continued the moſt part of that night: 


the Boy roaſted the Apple he had of Fare 


| 
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ir, Was cxtreamly ill, - and ſometimes - 
ſpeechleſs ; but being recovered, he rold 

Þ his Father, that a Woman of the Town 

| onthe Sunday before , had given him that: - 

Þ| Apple, and that ſhe ſtroked him on the 

| fide, asabove. He ſaid he knew nor her 

| Name, bur [hould her perſon , if he ſaw 

| her. Vpon this Fores was adviſed to in- 

vite the Women of Shepron to come to 

| his houſe, upon the occaſion of his Son's 

| illneſs ; and the Child rold him, rhat in 

| cale rhe Woman ſhould come 13, When 

| he was in his Fir., if-he were not able to 

| ſpeak, he would give him an intimation 

| by a.Jogg , and deſired that his Father 

| would then lead him through the Rooms 
for he ſaid he would put. his hand upon 

her, if ſhe were there, After this he con- 
tinving very ill, many Women came daily 
to ſee him': And Faxe Brooks the Sunday 

| after, came in with two of her Siſters, 

when ſeveral other Women ofthe Neigh- 

bourhocd were there, I 9s 

| _ Upon her coming in, the Boy was taken 

| {o:8, that for ſome time he could not ſee, 
nor ſpeak; but having recovered his ſzbt, 

he gavehis Father that 7rem, and he lead 

him aboutthe Room, The ' Boy drew to- 
wards 


* Cm Lemma I 


Ly 


wards Fane Brooks, who was behinde her 
two Siſters, among the other Women,and 
piit his handupon her ; which his Father 
_ perceiving , immediately ſcratcheth her 

| her Face, and drew blood from her. The 
Youth then preſently cryed out that he 
was well, and ſo he continued 7. or $, 
dayes. Bur then meeting with Alice Co. 
ward, ſiſter to Fane Brooks , who paſſing 
by, ſaid to him | Hew do you my Honey ?] 
he preſently fell ill again. And after har, 
the ſaid Coward, and Brooks often appear- 
ed to him : The Boy would deſcribe the 
Cleath's and Habit they were in at the 
time,cxaGly, asthe Conſtable, and others, 
have found upon repairing to them; 
though Brooks's houſe was at a good di- 
ſtance from Jones's. This they often try- 


ed, and alwayes found the Boy right in 


his Deſcriptions, 
On a certain Sunday about 


| Knife; upon which the Boy cryed out, 


[0 Father, CoF, Giblon hath cur Fane} 
. Brooks | 
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Noon , the 
_. Chilae being in a Room with his Father, 
 andone Gibſoy, and in his Fir, He onthe 
ſudden called out, that he ſaw Fane Brooks 
on the Wall ,- and pointed to the place, | 
where immediately Gibſon ftrack with a 
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Brooks's hand, and tis Bloody.) The Fa- 
"ther, and Gibſon immediately repaired 


| Fane Brooks, and Alice Coward, appeared. 
| at Caſtle Cary, before the Fuſtices, Mr. 
| Hunt, and Mr. Cary, The Boy having 
| begun to give his Teſtimony upon the com-. 
| ing in of the two Women, and their 


tothe Conſtable, a diſcreet perſon , and 


 acquainting him with what had paſt , de- 


| . . ? 
fired him to go with them to Fane Brooks 


Houſe , which he did, They found her 
ſitting-in her Room on a ſtool with one 
hand over the other, The Conſtable ask'd 
her how ſhe did > ſhe anſwered, not wel, 
He ask'd again , why ſhe ſate with one 


hand over the other > ſhe replyed-, She 


w4as wont io: do ſo, He enquired if any 
thing were amiſs with her hand > - her an- 
{wer was, /t was well enough, The Con- 


table defired he might ſee the hand that 


was under 3 which ſhe being unwilling 


to ſhew him, he drew it out, and found 


"| it bloody , according to whar the Boy had 
| ſaid.” Being ask'thow it came (ſo, ſhe ſaid, 
| 'Twas ſcratched with a great Pin, 


On the 8. of December, 1657. the Boy, 


losking on him, wasinſtantly rakenſpeech- 


leſs, and ſo remained trill the Women 


K were 


 ſices ar 


© oO _ The Demon 
1 were removed out of the Room, and then 
| ina ſhorttime, upon examination, he gave 


a full relation of the mentioned parti. 
calars. ; 
Onthe 11. of F4nvary following, the 
Boy was y Jo examined by the ſame Fu- 
, Shepton Mallet,and upon the ſight 
of Fane Brooks was again taken ſpeechleſs, 


but was z0t ſo afterwards, when Alice 


Cowardcame into the roomtohim. 


which was on the 17, of February , there 
were preſent many Gentlemen , Miniſters, 
andothers : The Boy fell into his Fit up- 
on the ſight of Faxe Brooks, and Jay ina 


man's Arms like a dead perſon : the We- 
man was then willed to lay her hand on 


him , which ſhe did, and he thereupon 


and unuſual manner. One of the Juſtices 


to prevent all poſſibilities of Legerdemain, _ 


cauſed Gibſon, and the reſt to ſtand o 
fromthe Boy, and then that Fuſtice him- 


On the next appearance at Sheptos, 


| ſelf heldhim. Theyouth being blinde- 
- folded, the Juſtice call'd as if Brooks 
ſhould rouch him, but winked to others 


to doit, which two or three ſucceſſively 


did but the Boy appeared not concern'd. | 


The 
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-— —  Faried, and ſprang out in a very ſtrange | 


# andthe 11, of Fay, the two } 
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The Fuftice then call'd onthe Father to 
take him , bur had privately before deſi- 
red one Mr, Geoffery Strode to bring Fane 
Brooks to touch him, at ſuch time, as he 
ſhould call for his Father ; which was 
done, and the Boy immediately ſprang our 
- after a very odde and violent faſhion, He 
was after touched by ſeveral perſons, and 
moved not; bur Faye Brooks being again 
cauſed to put her hand upon him, he ſtar- 
ted and ſprang out twice or thrice, as be- 
fore. .All this while: he remained in his. 
Fit, and ſome time after ; and being 
then laid, on a Bed inthe ſame Room, the 
people preſent could not for a long time 
bow either of his Arms, or Legs, 
Between the mentioned 15. of Nov, 
| omen ap- ___ 
peared often to the Boy, their Hands cold, 
their Eyes ſtaring , and their Zips, and 
Cheeks looking pale. In this manner on a 
"Thurſday about noon, the Boy being new- 
ly laid into his Bed, Fare Brooks , and 
Alice Caward appeared to him , andtold 
S him, that what they had begun , they _ 
could nor perform. Butif he would ſay 
no more of ir,they would give him money, 
_ and fo pur atwo-pence into "g Pocket, At- 
2 rer 


132 
ter which they took him out of his Bed, 
 laid-him on the ground, and vanithed'; 


' andthe Boy was found by thoſe that came 
next intothe Room lying on the floor , as 


"IN 


* the Fire, andhor , the Boy would fall ill ; 
' but as foon as it was taken out , and cold, 
he would be again as well as before, This 
was ſeen and obſerved by a Miniſter, a 


Room, and the two-pence ( without his 
knowledge) put intothe Fire in another : 
and this was divers times tryed in the pre- 
ſence of ſeveral perſons. 


17.0f Feb, in the year mention d , divers 


a noiſe like the croaking of a Toad, and a 
votce within him, ſaying, Fare Brooks, 
Alice Comard , twelve times in near a 
quarter of an hour. At the ſame time 


Tongue, Teeth;:or Lips, while the voice 


three 


if he had been deed. The two-pence was-|- 
feen by many, and when it was put into ' 


diſcreet perſon, when the Boy was in one 


Between the $8, of Decemb. and the 


perſons at ſundry times heard in the Boy 


ſome held a Candle before the Boyes | 
face, and carneſtly looked on him, but Þ® 
cquid notperceive the leaſt motion of his 


.'On:the 25, of Feb. berween two and 
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FR in a org the Boy Th 2 
the Houſe of Richard ſhes 10 Shepton 
Mallet , went out of the Room into the 
Garden 3 1ſtes his Wife followed him, and 
| was within two yards when ſheſaw him 
L riſe up from the ground before her , and 


ſo mounted higher and higher, till he paſ- 


ſedin the Air over the Garden Vall, ind 
was carried fo above ground more then 
300, yards, falling ar laſt atone Fordar's 


door at Shepton, where he was found as 


dead for a time, But. coming to himſelf, 
told Fordan that Fane Brooks had taken 
him up by the Arme out of 1(lrs. his 
Garden, and carried him in the Air, as 
related. + 

| The Boy at ſeveral FO times was 
gone on the ſuddain, andupon ſearch af- 


| terhim, found in a room as dead; 
and at ſometimes ſtrangely hanging above 


| ground, his hands being flat againſt a 
great Beam in the top of the room , and 


ground, There he hath hung a : of 
an hour together 3 and being 
come to hiraſelf, he told thoſe that found 


that Eye, and held him there, Nine 
K people 


K1l his body .two or three foot from 


rerwards 


bim, that Fane Brooks had carried him to_ 


"FLY "Y F &< ”, R 
Ms "E440 "ft 6 Ro L $ : "- M4 "RI «6-2 "$*; ** " " ” « : R " 
d” TAPES ? F 6 Hd '6 Rel 4 , want 4 CPs, IS Le 2 8. oh oe #8) g STO __ 3 EL W.. FI 5 40, wo 67 y \ "7.0 "7 © TRIS Ks OFT, 
s Ys i eas My SS nd ah ae ons oe EC RET "5 Mes 3 Bb as "38; 20) Wha Leno OI rein of 3 15." OS ONS TNS al or 0% Op 
, 1 S RE en . #4 s : #7 MEE « * H Ys 
GER 6 & Sb 
: . 
& * L3 F My. F 
3 3 - Iv 
; * % - q 
" 4 x 
x - . # 's 7 
pf * as \ ” 
: f ». % un - o > . £ 
(4 "OE Y 4 F 
” . 
# b 
x 
? , : 
A I 
Ty a 
os 
Y 


AE 


ee 


F c 4 f << IE: FOO 0 A OO INT > - SRO 006" "OS Idaho oes ++ 2+ « 
* _ or 4 DR F "2M L nt, Is OY he No: ; os FS y - Tg ER SHES 1 .v le: pg es *7 oo 2, +2 7 AL. £8 FY pos & þ ; by t%s 
(4 aa EE ob Eo 2.455 by ME.” Wi. 4 CEP ITY © oy Rn "F BY \ £ | C6. } rd "na EN ba "By" Tet Pf 
a F "Fam 7 rin Hos LA : . W's D- ke >. 2 
POLY $ c Ode) jog oE, © OS I ONEIDES; wy 
b I - « "y - - « _ % n 47 » f 
þ a> P : " ; -" : 4 
Ars, Y 0 3 , 
; « P 
a8 : & , "> 
"# F a | 
. - ; 
” [4 M. Pp 
. . } þ 
Eo 
. 
. . 
* ”— 


i 


of quick-fghied and judicious Examiners, | 


.., 


4666 
FN =, 


people at a time ſaw the Boy ſo ſtrangely 4 
anging by the Beam, ” y 
From the 15. of Nov. to the: 10. of : 
: 


. March following', he was by reafon of 


his Firs much waſted in his body, and un- 
ſpirited ; but -after that time, being the. 
day the two Women were ſent to Goal, 
he had no more of thoſe Fits. 
axe Brooks was condemned , and ex- 
ecuted at Charde Afiiſes, March 26,1658, 


] 

2 
THIS, MY LORD, is the ſumof Mr, || « 
Hunts NARRATIVE, which concludes || | 
| 

| 

| 


with both the Juſtices atteſtation, thus, 
The aforeſaid paflages were ſome of 
them ſcen by us, and the reſt , and ſome 
other remarkable ones not hereſet down, 
were, upon the examination of ſeveral 


credible witneſſes.taken upon Oath before | 


us. Subſcribed, Rob. Hunt, Fobn Cary. 


© THIS, Ithink, my Lord , is goodevi- | 


dence of the being'of Witches s andiff}. 
the Sadduce be not ſatisfied with it, I. 
would fain know , what kinde of prof 
he would expe& > © Here are the reſtime- Þ 


_ ny of ſence, the Oaths of ſeveral credible | 


Atteftors, the nice and deliberate ſcruten) | 


and Þ 


4 


and the judgment of an Afize upon the 
whole, And now the ſecurity of all our 
Lives and Fortunes depends upon no 
greater circumſtances of . evidence 'then 
theſe, It ſuch proof may not be credited, 
> | no Fad? can be proved, no wickedneſs can 
{| be puriſh'd, no right can be determined, 
Law is at an end , and blinde Fuſtice can- 
not tell where to ſtrike, All mes are lyars, 
and the Leng Sword mult ſettle properties, 
and reſolve all doubrs of. Tr#th , and 
| Claim. Theſe large morſels, my Lord, 
; | he thar denies ſuch evidences of fa? muſt 
{wallow, andthen lethim tell me by whar 
| title he holds any thing he poſleſleth? How 
| proves$he his Relation , .and conſequently 
| Succeſſion to the rights of his preſumed 
| progenirers and 'tis no great marter whe- 
| ther he can or no, ſince when that is done, 
how will it appear, that his Bonds, En- 
| tails, and Leaſes are not Forgertes , and 
| tricks of Couſenage? And how will he clear 
Þ his own Bargains and TranſatFions of bu- 
Þ fineſs from being Dreams and /Ilyſrons> 
Þþ Certainly , he that runs upon all theſe 
Þ| Rocks, andlayes the train of ſo many dan- 
| gerous abſurdities, hath ſome mighty winde 
| that drives him , and ſome huge neceſſity 
K 4 for 
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for his concluſion, and nothing elſe can ju- 
ſtifie his aſſertion , That thoſe things of 
Witches are not true; but this other, That 
they art impoſſible ; and when he hath done 
that, Ve uſe his arguments to prove all 
the World is 4 great inchanted Houſe, and 
Nature a grand Impoftnre, viz, thatreally 
there arenoſuch things as are repreſented 
to our gull'd and abuſed ſences, but that 
all are meer preſt:gi0 ſhews, and phanta- 
ftical 1424s, 1 ſay, my Lord, Ile prove 
ths bythe ſame method of arguing that 
concludes azainſt the poſſibility of the_ 
ationsof Witcbcraft, which I know can 
procced but to this inference , That the 
mode of thoſe performances is not perceived, 
from whence, if it ;be juſt to infer , that 
the things are not z Te ſet up for a Sce- 
pick, and uſe the argument againſt all the. 
bit, of my ſences ; which I have elſe- 
* where ſaid, and proved to be really as #n- 
conceiveable and unaccountable as the ob- 
fruſeſt matters of MagickandF aſcinations. 
But,my Lord, my Pen runs out to your 
Lordſhips trouble z I recal it , and muſt 
permit it to adde no more, but that am, þ 
| = Hy Lord, Es. 
Your Lordfhips moſt obliged 
__— Humble Servant -4 
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A L E T T E R 


To the Reverend and Learned © 
af HENRY Mos, 


About the - 
Drummer 
TEDWO WT YH. 


Honoured Sir, 


"He ſcrupulous care you take in ex- 
amining the Story of the Diftur- 
bance at TEDWORTH, ts no more then 
becomes a Philoſopher , and one that 1s 
not willing ro be deceived. And withour 
ſuch a cautiows , and particular enquiry, 
you could not anſwer the murmures , and 
petty evaſions of wilful Unbelievers. 

— Thoſe objedtons you pickt up at Cam- 


_briage, have the ill fortune to miſcarry 1 in  Þ 


| almoſt every circumſtance z and are in no 
like- 
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likelihood of poli believed, bi at a great 
diſtance. Some of them, 1 could have an- 
{weredupon mine own knowledge 3 and 

- concerning thereſt, I have made a tric 
inquiry of Mr. Mompeſſen himſelf, and 
others, when I was lalt in thoſe parts 3 
and upon certain information : give you 
this account. 

To the (1. ) thatſaith, T be ouſe 3 is ren- 
red, and that this is a device 18 beat down 
rhe walue of it, T anſwer from h# mouth, 

That the Honſe # hs own ; and.ſothe 
foundation of this ſhift is verturned., The 
ſecond of thoſe that ſay, 7 i a 1rick to get 
brody from thoſe that come to ſee the Pro- 
diey, hath as little r74th, but much more 
malice in the firſt contrivers than the for- 
mer. For this Gentleman being a perfon 
of Eſtate, I'me confident ſcorns ſo baſe, 

_ and fo beggerly a policy ; and is ſo far 
© from making any advantage by the Diſtur- 
baxce, that it hath done him very matert- 
al prejudice in his Fortunes , and Aﬀairs, 
And thoſe ſtrangers thar come to ſee the 
Prodigy , uſe to leave nothing behinde 
them, except thanks for the Csvility of 
their Entertainments, Tis true (2 -as- | 
_others lay, that the Houſe Fer; with. | 
08t, 
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out, at leaſt agreatpartof it: But there 
are no Cellars (as the objeQtion adds) 
| ſaveonly under the Parlour 3 and the Di- 

fturbaxce was moſt in-other rooms. And 
whereas (4) 'tis objected , that 4 Knight 
that offer 'd to gs down, could not be per- 
mitted, *Tis anſwer'd me, that the Gen- 
tleman might have gone down , had he 
pleas'd ; and his Servant did , who made 
acareful ſearch, but could finde nothing 
that might be a cauſe of the noiſe, which 
he affirmed to be above 3 and that it pro- 
ceeded notfrom the Cellar, And todiſable 
- what other 0bje&ors ſay, viz. (5) That 
there was no Dramming in the midſt of any 
Room, but only a ſtriking on the Boards as 
it were with a Hammer , in acorner of the 
 outſides of the Houſe : 1 (ay, to null this 
pretence, Mr. Mowpeſſon and others aſlv- 
red me, that the noiſe was oft in the a1aſ 
of the Room, and oft overhead ; and he 
faith that there is ſcarce a May, or Childe, 
in the Village, but hath heard, and can 
witneſs it, And after the firſt moneth it 
was almoſt alwayes within, Thus Sir, to 
the Objedions of others which you have 
gather'd. And to your own 2u#ries I make 


: | this return, Ln 
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Whereas you inquire (1.) What part 
of the Chilarens Bed did the Demon beat, 
and what noiſe did it make ? Tis anſwers- 
cd, that it beat avainſt the Head and Poſts 
of the Bed, and that when hands were 
laid on each ſide of them, at thoſe” times 
they would ſhake asif they would fall in 
Pieces ; but nothing elſe could be percei- 
ved, or felt. The noiſe was like to that of 
ſtrikins with a Hammer. And then (2.) 
To that, whether the Drummers Drum was 
ever looked onwhile it beat ; or was it only 
inthe Dark ? am aſlured,that it was ſeen 
while the noiſe was made upon it, both by 
rhe light of Fire, and Candle. (3) Tothe 
Duery, What were the Boards that moved, 
by what light was their motion ſeen, and by 
whom? Mr, Mompeſſon anſwers , They 
were {een move forwards, -and backwards 
- in rhe light of clear day, before the Sun 
was ſet, and by a whole houſe full of peo- 
ple. And whereas (4.) you ask , 1n what 
clearneſs of light were the Chairs ſeen walk 
about , and by what Witneſſes  'T1S an- 
ſwered, That they were ſecn to doſoby 
Candle-light, and by divers perfons: x 
As to what] was a witneſs of my {elt, 
| Tadde theſe circumſtances for the ſatisfa- 
Ee  EINTINER tion 
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ion of your Queries. The Children 
were in Bed, when the Scratching and 
panting was; but Lam ſere did not contri- 
bure to thoſe notles, 1 ſaw their hands a- 
bove the Cloathes, during the Scraping, 
and fearched the place whence the noiſe 
came : To which 1 might adde, That they 
were little, harmleſs, modeſt Girles, that 
could not well have been ſuſpected guilty 
of the confidence of ſuch a juggle, hadir 
been poſſible they could have acted in it. 
For the paxring, | am certain there wasno 
dog in the Bed ; for I graſpr it with my 
hand, and felt it in all parts , eſpecially 
there where the original motion was, The 
Bed alſo was ſearcht wnder, but no Dozy 
nor any creature elſe could be found there. 
The Floor ] {aid ſhook with the panting 
ſenſibly, andyet it wasas ſtrong and ſub- 
| ſtantial an one, as ordinarily 1s ſeen. But 
the Children indeed did not ſeem to be 
' much coxcers'd, having been us'd to-1hoſe, 
and rader noifes,and there was company in - 
the room to aſſure them, _ | 


-- THUS, fir > I have briefly an{wer'd 
others OBJECTIONS, and your 


QUERIES, And becauſe I have an hu- 
_ Mmour 
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mour to ſay little more ,. I'le confidet 
| (what you know as well as any man alive) 
the Reaſons men are ſoapt to cavil at this 
kinde of Relations, andare rather willing 
to believe any thing than the truth of ſuch 
a Narrative, They are chiefly, I think, 
an affeFed humour of Drollery , and Scof- 
fing, anda worſe cauſe, ATHEISM, 
FOR the Firſt, the Subje& of Witches, 
and Apparitions 15 an apt , and ample oc- 
caſion, And the cheats of 1wpoſtors , the 
conceits of Melancholly, the creduiity of 
zanorance , the tricks of Waggery, the 
more ſolemn vanities of Superſtition, and 
the tales of eld Women ; theſe are excel- 
lent ropicks for a frolick and wanton fancy. 
And the deiire the Humoeuriſt hath tobe 
ſome body, and to have a name above 


thoſe of common apprehenſton , will be | 


ſure to aQtuatethe ſcoffing vein ; in the ex- 
ercile of which, if he have quibled luckily, 
and made folks /augh, he is encouraged 
to take all ſuch occaſions to prove him- 
ſeit a WIT, and to ſhew he had a pretty 
way to pl4y the Foof, And when he hath 
wanton'd a while, and frolickly toy'd in 
his affecFed merriments, his reaſon becomes 
an obedient ſeryant to his fancy, He __ : 7 
{IN- 


himſelf believe, by thoſe arowments, thar 
ar firſt were intended only to make him 
langh, and in the end, concludes in ear- 
neſt, that there is neither Witch , nor Ap= 
parition : and *tis well if-he ſtop there. 
Now theſe, Sir , arethe WITS (if we 
will believe them) and their admirers take 
every jeſt for an argument , and a loud 
laugh upon an idle tale of a Dewi, or a 
witch, for a demonſtration of the non-ex- 
iſtence of ſuch beings. And thus the ha- 
_mour propagates , and SADDUCISM 
i5the Faſhion. Nor is this all , bur by the 
ſame method every thing that is ſacred, or 
ſerious hath been expoſed , and both Go- 
wernment, and Religion made the objects 
of idle , and phantaſtick b»foonry, And 
muſt we call this VVIT Sir > I confeſs 


indignation, than to hear that name which 
deſerves to ſ{ignifie better, to be ſo Injuri- 
ouſly apply'd. Certainly WIT is not an 
odde metaphor, or a lucky fimile,, a wilde_ 
fetch, or unexpetted inference , amimick 
| aGion, or a preny knack in telling of a 
| #sle, But 7t is a faculty to profound into 
the depth of things, to finde out their Cau- 
| ſe', and Relatives, Conſonances, and Diſ- 
= agree 


nts, St 73 ons be. at Th Y 4 4 27 ye Is V#Fr "$7 EO 30k $a Lo er " F , , i pu 
UE a M elf * "=" £$ "I - 4 lg” 1 2. EF 12 F395 Cob wn td, ts 3 Ela $8. / THY IR" > CEE Wo - = __ y. os op ” [3 = 4 " , 
x, Mates * > (TE #: BET Sos Es. hg era od hs RG CH cat IE ET. a : RIC en i 4s at ea eo rode a glee Bw Lands: A bag net «at 
"IF -- 7 : TER y 3-tY BP , FO a <7 Bp , *Y g Ss 3 oo noe ie a. bod et Fo Os hs ur be I C3 oy PET fe ob F 

EA Bs me v.98 -” : Y, bi VT; : = Ha . . y % ” © x 4 P+ - % 4 , S 1, _ 

: "I , ' _s . Pe : 

*% & Y 

5 
oP s NS x 
1 * G » 
4 F LL: Fs F 
” a r - 
. o - Py 
: CY -% ; 
; ; C F4 
yy 
- » 
* 
e 
A * 
! 
: S : 
f $ 
; # x 
, ; b 
- . : 
. 
£ 
i 
" ” 

: 
ds 7 


there are few rhingsthar urge me to mofe = 


- 4 be Os” " - 25 a6. 4 - - ” 
” =O, *:4 $4 —_ CALM ” So > PRs CC en P59 
4 " "4 ©y. Fes - OY Wee 4c ' wh SI 0 > x es \&fe"\ ox BS We " 
> "RE1 i _- 4" Frogs» 3 Conv. us IP A 47 <> t WOE TE nn 0p 3%. * OAT. by "EET © Ef * FRB "5 
” Mato "FEI / E \ ths; A” RRoaR SL 4 » by dc LH? Os” fa” as we x Pq þ 5 ge # 5 ET WE TY Lo s a Y Oh ; A : 7 5 iy Wy 
of - AL "8 ©» #0 FO - : RATIONS” 9; 6 / Wet he ITS : . ; We CI ha Ad A Is Ga 8 wh - 
4 SS « \ 2 LPS þ 2&8 * FO. : . ; 7 07 WL $0 
"OE; be OS Can: . ne re Fo AS! ' + ERA. i 19 Hts IDs TRL... 02s AN jar , ; 
> & Kok - Te OV LLIES: , » , A 236 MN og Wo % i x $2 « ba is = F 2 S 
548; C : : SIDE War 4 Tas CB or Se FF 
CF Fs GG af 8 $ So OR 4 
«AR x7 bd f5 * " 12% A 02. i a , ; ; 
6. 5 I 1 wu* F 
4 TEN F, % - 
Q 
5 AE! 
4 
5 © _ 
, . o » 
pF Z 
by 
< p ® « - . 
, % | 4 
m1 
* * 
7 , 7 
3 x . . 
4 \ . % 
M . bs Y 
y 4 t. 
bY 4 
0 l . * : 
- * 7 
p A 


agreements, and to make fit, »ſeful,and an. 
obviow applications of their reſpeftive Re- 
lations and Dependances; for which great, 
. and noble exerciſes of the minde , the 

Droll is the moſt unfit and incompetent 
perſon inthe World 3 and thoſe that on 
_ this account aſlume the prerogative of be- 
ing theonly WITS, are of all men the 
moſt incapable of being ſo. For that #71i- 
wial , and pedling way of Fancy, and Hu- 
mour, to which they are addicted, emaſca- 
lates their mindes , and makes them [#- 
per ficial, flaſhy, and phantaſtical, by im- 


 ployingthem upon effemancies , and little 


apiſh fooleries. And by theſe darling en- 
tertainments of aitoo fondly indulged fan- 
cy, the minde is made incapable of ſeriom: 
and deep refliedtions, which give it the. 
#obleſt, and moſt valuable improvements : 
ſo that. Lhaveobſerv'd , that the Droliizg | 
Humoriſts are forthe moſt part , remark- | 
ably defeftive, incloſe ratiocinations , and 
the worſt inthe world at 4nference ; which 
15 no wonder , fince fancy is a deſulrory, 


_— and roving facalty + and when *tis notun- 


der the:condad of aſeyerejudement , not 


able tokeep it ſelf ro.2 ſteady , and reſal- }_ 


ved attention; much leſs, to make. cobe- 
- rel 


T0 4 Oe Rt 7 OY ay 28D Fry hag - Oo ops <A \\ 
ack RL Y, 44408 + bs Nr bY Sake Ie, at <N 2 SY ER, m—_ a N o PAs ee Fes 1 " 
241; $$, a 9" PRE LS 8s et RE ents © I. SER OTIS "PS. "EY 43s OD Noon cri £ L 25h »S wal ate Ku .- id oa Es * © 98.9; Ts, ot 0. Yate. 3a þ- k 
pay" — * * , FS a; y "= " 4 ) £ q L *2 2 4, 4 S, , 
Se on $5 x ” G " by 15 » oy ety PE 4p CO LINE NT re 4 > "£1 A 5 wt Dt dd on Os + 6 NE BY TORE es "2 2 "3 T Rs, eh 0, offi . "8 g i , F » FE ; 4M 
TIS; . $5 : 34 W- _— PACE es... MATE 2s EIFS 77 [© WL hogan 3 Sb net WF 1 2% es i oh - PASS © is be WG Aer rn BA Coats 8 Yoda RIS, Ae RA Mts bt EN Pk” ak 4 LR Let Sho ps 7 et! * 
i : Me * 4 <- - $ g pack TEN GD ps s : TP. ” F 5 < -1 bv. Woe: Fakes preraed: . Hs ? 5 
KR : = a5. 4 a 8 TR  < S: FG : > : - * pro » PID. . 4 \ x 7 to : £ - x. » " ” A * Or T Sf iN 5 67, "-" 5 k Va o + 
wall ; | bf os, ny! | CESK a & Rh Ep 7 
ad : . p % 4 © ev. 4X 
My, 4, 
k W's { . . 6%} *, 
, , * 
F I * . Fa $o® 
. - oy : þ G 
-* h ; ; , 
. 
.* . + *_ $ 
" . ” p = : . D Rog Yo - ** . 
” . . P « 7 
þ+ k 4 a. FY 
0 4 i "IRS 2 
X & 
4 : 2 
" G 0 4 
. - 4 4 
* 
4 > pram 
* VL : . 


herent chains of rational Dedu&ion. $9 
char tis next to impoſlible for ſuch Wits as 


theſe, to arrive to more than a knack of 


[coffing at what they anderſtand not. And 
they are under almoſt an invincible tem- 


_ pration of doing ſo, by every thing rhar is 


t0O great for their comprehenſion ; for the 
humour that acts them is proud , and af- 
ſuming, and would not have any thing to 


iſm. us | 


| tle flires, quibbles, and tricks of Fancy; 


be valu'd, of which ir ſelf is incapable ; 
and therefore it depreciates all the nobler. 


and more generous matters which 1: hath 


very great reaſon to deſpair of ; and en- 
deavours by a ridiculow.and inſolent (corn, 
ro lift it ſelf above them. And yer this 
preſumed wit which raiſerh them to ſuch an 
elevation 1n their own concert, is bur a 


young and boyiſh humour-z and the very 


firſt eſſayes of Fuvenile Inventions arein 
theſe exerciſes of Fancy, which the mata-. 
rer ſpirit out-grows, For you know, Sir, 
our ſences are the firſt powers we exerciſe, 
andizdulge in our greeneſt years: From 

them, by degrees our imaginations grow 


up, and their ations, and gratifications | 


are the pleaſures. and entertainments of 
youth; which is caſie to obſerve inthe lit- _ 


L with 


” Wh o bp Y 4 W's * 6 * ws HY No, K = f "71M & 5 wy x MS. . _ 
4 p x£ wt. £7 ie re & ak ' "+ I ob ob va oy « Mo Ihr Kg ch by, "1 "1 a [ONES 2,0 ee 5 "4 oY EVO: TOR 
Dt tb ie 32, hs Bi a as Ee I 8 og bien bo ty pA ed ra on tia Ce bd 7 PINE. 2 Wt WR F BEN (2 RE ARON RNS "20" TINY 
—_— as tie. edge: nt ONO Pe 2s q 2 Yrs BF OE Pans re (5 (he nres CE et on AS tn , \ 7 ” . } La 8. Cs Hao - rig TAY 
| wag” > ere ERS TTY, es, by 2 FP TX, +, Toe . : : bg 
. $3 o& KS. 6 5 0 Gs 36, as A 4 5 : Ps [ 1 4 5g 
FD a” 4. * q PLIES 2, OS I Ws > Os ; , ? ; 
RN g TG) OPOONE p 0 00s. 1 FP 6 FILA Y -<e , þ F as R ; 
vi eons {4 Apt ap Ion &r — $a —— $ - . _- 
4%, 4 : Ren '» , 
s ” 
WS: « . » bd 
CAE 
- 8 
| | 6G 
" s 
. 
= 


with which the younger Students in the 
Univerſities are ſo much tickled , and 
tranſported. But when age and experi- 
ence ripens the Fadgment (which is the fa-. 
culty of ſloweſt growth) we then {light 
this wantionneſs, and zroying of cur Fan- 
_c4es, and apply our ſelves to purſuites that 
are more manly , and concerning. . And 
when the Fudgment is come to its full ex- 
erciſe, and pitch, and hath overcome, and 
filenc'd the futilities and. prejudtces of 
imagination; we are then, and not 211 
then, grown into manhood. And thoſe 
that never arrive to this conſiſtence, bur 
ſpend their age in foolizg with their Fan- 
cies, They are yet children , though they 
have gray hairs, and are till byes, though 
_. paſt their great climadterical, 
— Tconfelſs, Sir, I am not {o cynical, and 
ſevere , but that I allow even to the more 
improved genuiſes their relaxations and 
pleaſant Intervals, And ſage Socrates him- 
{elf ſometimes rid the Boyes Hobby-Uorſe. 
q | Fancy may be permitted its plaiſance, and 
i _ - #n:0ffenſive raileries , ſo long as they are. 
E governed bythe rules of wvertne, and a 
EF: pens: Judgment, And no doubt God 
+ himſelf allows allour powersgod farwitie I 
A = their 


their i»nocent gratifications,yea,and I ac- 
| knowledge a delightful prettineſs in the re- 
ſults of a managed and judicious fancy, 
- while it is employed in expoſing vice, and 
concerted follies, to deſerved ſcorn, and 
laughter, But when Imagination 1s ram- 
pant, looſe , and wvgoverned , when it 
knows no beunds, and obſerves no Deco- 
75, bur ſhoors at Randome, and infolent- 
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erable; its ſallies are then vittons, and 


dereſtable exceſſes ; and thoſe thatare of _ 


this humour, are but a fort of fleering Buf- 
foons, that is, a better kinde of Apes, in 
the judgment of. the Wiſe , though Wirs 
tn their own, 

Bur Sir, I intimated a greater charge 


avainſt theſe quibbling debawches, viz.) |} 


that they arethe enemies of GOVERN- 
MENT and RELIGION, and ſhall 
prove zt , with this addition , that they 
are ſo of all the better ſorts of KNOW- 
LEDGE. 


Ec 


For GOVERNMENT you know Sir, 


_ its influence depends much upon the 7eve- 
rence its Rulers have from the people 3 
and while They are men , there will be 


- miſcarriages in publick affairs,and manage | 


Lz  mwenls 
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_2f to take all occaſions to expole z: fo 


 menis of State, Andif. all the ſlips, and 
imperfettions, all the mifiakes and faults 
of the ſupreme Minifters of Rule , be rar- 
tled and aggrevated among the heard, 


The Government will thereby be expoſed. 
to the [corns of the Rabble, and loſe a 


oreat part of its force with its reverence. 
Andin ths it ſuffers infinitely from the 
arolling 'phantaſticks, who blow 1n the 


| ſores , till they have rankled them, with 


their wzaliciorns, and poyſonows breath , and 


ſhoot Libels at the Government till they © 


have made deep wounds in its repatation, 
and Rewerexce, and turned every tongue 
into a weapon of War againſt it, Thus do 
theſe Chams diſcover their Fathers naked- 


nels, and rejoyce to publiſh the ſhame of 


thoſe, whoſe failures and infirmities, Loy- 


alty, Pradence, and regard to the publick 
qaiet, thould oblige them to conceal. 
Nor (2.) is RELIGION more behol- 


-—dento them. For a minde that uſeth to 
 whiffle up and down in the: Lewi:zes of 


Fancy, will finde a very greatindiſpotition 
ta the ſeri0us.and ſolemnexerciſes of Piety, 


_ and that will grow into an aver/ation, 


which will be ſureto prompr the hnurwour- 


that 
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thathe quickly jeſs at Scriprure,and makes | 
_a mock of ſin, playes with eternal flames, 
and ſceffs ar thoſe that fear them, As if the 
ſacred Orailes were but a Legend of idle 
Tales ; and ſin but a name coin'd by Fancy, - 
_andvain fears; as if Hell were but a pain- 
ted fire, and the Religious a fort of itime- 
rows Fool;, that are afraid of Buggs,and the 
Imagery of Dreams ; and it theſe are not 
| yet the zeal Articles of their Creed, their. 
extravagant Fancies , and vile affettions 
are like in a ſhort time to encline theſe 
li2ht, and impure ſpirits, to make them ſo, 
And this ſort of Wits are either Atheiſts, 
or as, great prodigies of Folly, if they ave 
»0t ; ſince to believe'a God that made, ſees, 
and will judge them ; and to ſcoff at that 
| Tremendous Majeſty before whom their 
Brother-WITS belew tremble, to think the 
Scriptures are the Inſpirations of the God 
of Heaven, the Laws of Souls, and grand © 
Inſtruments of Immortal happineſs , and 
yet to-droll upon them, and to jeſt withthe 
records of erernity, to believe endleſs Tor- 
-ments,and everlaſting Foyes inthe ſtate im- 
- mediately ſucceeding theſe our ſhort and 
uncertain beings, and yet to ſport with the _ 
_ Frath of God, and to make tricks at eternal 
L 3 ter - 


© Refletions) On 


terrors; to talk trivially of beatifical enjuy. 
ments,and to make as bold with Yeaver,as 
they do with an imaginary Eliſium : Theſe, 
I ſay , arc follies,theſe are degrees of impu. 
Het beyond all a2gravation , or poſſibi- 
ities of expreſſion pand did not ſad expe- 
rience ſhew them, one would ſcarce be- 
leve there were ſuch prodigioms Monſters 
in nature. And to theſe things Iadde. 
(3.) Theſe idle Drollifts have an utter 
antipathy to all the braver and more ge- 
_nerous kindes of KNOWLEDGE, For 
that they are perfe&ly indiipoſed for Phi- 
loſophy, and all deep reſ careher, I haveſaid 
| ſome things thar may ſuffice for proof al- 
ready. And I adde thiis obſervation to con- 
Gems ir, That among the numerous Youth 
I have ſeen bred in a Great School , and in 
the Univerſity, T have noted, that thoſe of 
them who were moſt remarkable for w4ag- 
giſhueſs and jeſting, ſeldom arrived to any 
great maturities , or capacity for things of 
conſequence, and weight, And indeed fro- 
 lickneſs of Fancy, , and ſolidity of Fude- 
ment, require diſpoſitionsof brain that are 
very different, and ſuch as ſeldom meet in 
greatdegrees, bur in ſome very few , ex- 
traordinary tempers. But grnerety I be- 
lieve 


0 


_ lieve the Droll is very unfic for matters of 
ſablimity and ſubſtance : and therefore (as 

1 intimated} indeavours by his ſcoffs and 
_ #njuries , to make them appear as much 
below his ſerious notice, as they are indeed 
above his reach : and in this deſign he hath 
many great advantages for his abuſes, For 
the pedantry of Diſputers that make a 
lond claim to #nowledze; the vanity of the 
extravazant ſort of Chymiſts , the fond 
boaſts of ſome beld pretenders to- Philoſo- 
phy, and experiment ; the ſtrangeneſs of 
things thar ſoberer Inquiſitors declare pra- 
Ficable, but have not yet ſucceeded, the 
meanneſs,and ſeeming contempribleneſs of 

many Subjects, the experimenter is often 
obliged to deal in: Theſe afford plauſible 
arguments for Drolling Harangues , and 
thoſe advantages are taken to make the 
moſt uſeful Theories, and endeavours ap- 

pear ridiculows and vain... And for the in- 

courazement of the phantaſtick, in his #n- 
ſolent humour of juſtice, and abuſe,there 
1s 4 certain envy in mankinde againſt rhoſe 
that atrempt any thing _ extraordinary, 
_ which makes men willing to. embrace and 
applaud that which expofeth what them- 
ſelves cannot a, nor comprehend ; by 
FS reaſon 
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_Teafon of which ill nature in the generali- 
ty,yea,cven of thoſe that pretend to ſome- 
Es : This kinde of Wit becomes the 

moſt peſtilent enemy to knowledge , and 

its improvements, eſpectally to phzloſophick 


© wiſdom. For Phileſophy can ſhame, and 


diſable all the reaſons that can be urged a- 
gain{t it 3 bur jefts, andloud laughter are 
' not to be confured: and yet theſe are of | 
\.moreforce todegrade athing in the eſteem 
| of ſome ſortof Spirits, than the moſt po- 
tent demonſtrations : and the miſchief of 
it i5,that theſe Puibblers and Brffoons thar 
have ſome lirle {craps of Learping marcht 
with a great proportion of Corfidence,have 
commonly the Inck ro be cclebrated a- 
mong tie vulgar for men of great parts 
and knowledze ; and that opinion of them 
gains credit io their inſolenctes, and abuſes, 
© But, Sir, 1 perceive my zeal againſt. 
thoſe pedlarsof Vir hath tranſported me 


-to your trouble , 1 therefore make an a- | 


- brupt return to my other reaſon men- 
tion'd, of mens disbelicf of the being of 
Witches, ani Apparitions, and that is, - 
(2) ATHEISM; the Folly of which 
arcurſed madneſs, you, Sir, have ſo fully 
diſcovered to the world, in your incompa- 
rable 
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rable Works , and ſo throughly under- 
| ſRandthe myſteries of. thar black conſpira- 


"cy againſt-heaven , that *twould be fond. 


for me tothink to ſuggeſt any. notion on 
the Subje& , which you could not reach. 
Bur Sir, I have a Relation about this mat- 
rer to make you, which I believe you will 


not be unwilling: to hear, And you' ſhall 


have it when I have ſaid ſomething to the 
purpoſe of the particular 1 have mention'd. 
Cencerning which , tis too ſadly certain 
-thatthere is a latent Atheiſm at the rootof 
_ the SADDUCEAN principle : for too 
many deny Witches, becauſe they believe 
_ there are no Sp#r:rs; and they are ſo per- 
{waded becauſe they own no being in the 
world, but matter, and the reſults of mo- 


. | », TP 
tion, and conſequently, can acknowledge \ 


nothing of a God. 

 Irhathindeed been a queſtion, whether 
'tis poſſible there ſhould be ſuch a prodrey 
__as a'ſpeculative Atheiſt in nature 3 and 1 
could wiſh it were ſo ſtill : But alas, our 
Age and Experience hath ended the Diſ- 


_ putes and we need nor ſearch the dark, 


and barbarous corners of America,nor {eek 


the Monſter among the wilde Mew of the 
Deſert; we have found him in Times of 
Lizht, 
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_ Light, ina witty and civiliz'd Region,and 
in an Age of the greateſt knowledge and 
improvements : he ſculps not among the 
thickeſt of the Woods, nor ſeeks Caverns 
for concealment, but braves the Sun, and 
appears in the cleareſt day. Andthe Fool is 
not fo modeſt as he was in the dayes of the (| 
Royal Prophet to ſay only in his heart, There 
js no God: we know a bolder ſort of Infi- 
dels, and I can ſay, Sir, from a Geri 
experience, That there are, who deny the 
exiſtence of a Detty, 1 met withone ſuch 
fome years ſince in London', who confi- 
dently, and without min cing , denyed 
that - Sf was any ſuch being, and bid me 
Prove it- I wondered at the boldneſs , as 
well asthe 7mprery of his ſaying 3 and be- 
cauſe I had a great rompaſſion for one in 
_ſode Aus ae I reſolved not to ex- | 
: "LAG himby paſſion, hard words , or 
damning Sentences, bur calmly, and with- 
our {ceming emotion, diſcourſed the bu- 
finefs with him : 1 oranted him all I /afely 
or reaſonably could , ond all rhat might 
' ſerve my deſizn. for his conwittion , be-. 
fore we began the cloſe i inzazement , "that 
{o he might have leſs prejudice avainſt 
what was ſaid by one whom he mighr {ce 
NOr 
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ceſlary for the defence of the Propoſition, 
for which I undertook , fuch were the 
Platowick Anima Mnndli, the eternity, and + + 
immenſity of the world 3; which Sir, { 
though I ſhould not affirm, yet I would not 
at that time deny, but quietly granted them 
as Hypotheſeis, being willing to permit 
his belief of zheſe , in order to the convin- 
cing and abuſing hiw in his matn,and dead- _ 
ly concluſon. And by theſe conceſſions 1 
gain'd the advantages I expected ; for 
hereby he was diſappointed of all thole 
_ plauſibilities, which 1 perceived he was (© 
wont tourge for thoſe Dodrines, And I 
ſaw, that when he was preſt with the ne- 
ceſſity of a cauſe of all things, and a Firft, 
« his refuge was that old Epicurean one, of _ 
| aneternal, infinite matter 5 Which when 
his.#nwary eppeſites would attempt to dif- 
prove by endeavouring todemonſirate the 
| beginning, and Finiteneſs of the world, 
They gave him the opportunity of a co- - 
RET lourable 
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lourable Defence , and diverted from the 
main Theſis, which might be evinced 
though the /mmenſity and Eternity of the 
wniverſe were granted. And ſo they let 
him go from an aſſe- tion that is moſt impi- 
ow, and abſurd, to another which is tol- 
lerably accountable, andſpeciows, And the 
Concluſion would be at laſt , that ſince the 
undertaker could not prove the world was 
not infinite and eternal, he could not make 
it appear, There was 4 God. By which 
procedure the arguer falls from a Propeſi-_ 
470n Which 15 the moſt demonſtraiive one 
in gature , to-an other, which cannot be 
cleared but by ſ#ppoſing the main thing in 
Queſtion, 

Bur.beſides ths ſhift which my conceſ- 
- fon made inſignificant, when my Atheiſt 
was urged with the Order, Harmony, Con- 
trivance, and Wiſdomthar is viſible in the 
Creatures, he would betake him to his | 
Anima Mundi ; the exiſtence of which, | 
-whenthoſe other Antagoniſts he had dealt 
with would endeavour . to overthrow, 
they undertook a thing of harder profuſion, | 


than the main conclaſon. 
_ Tſay therefore, Sir, I permitted him to 
aſlume #heſe Principles, and then proved, 


—— 
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That though the world were $0 and 


eternal, yet, Thar'tis not poſſible meer 
bltnde , \ anguided matter (ſhould ſhuffle it 


ſelt into ſuch regular, and accurate produ- 


Hons, as we leeare the- reſults of every 
day , without the manuduttion of ſome 
knowing Azent , and Contriver , as you 
have fully made good in your excellent 
ANTIUOTE. And when hear this turn 
took ſan#nary in an Anima Mnnadi, as the 
cauſe of all the art, and exat#neſs in Na- 
ture , I granted him the 6eizg , bur askr 
him, Whether he took it for a ſubſtance, 


that was intelligent, or devoid of reaſon, 


and perception? when he ſeemed to incline 


 tothis /atter, 1 ſhewed him , that ſuch a 
principle as had no ſence , or knowledge, 


lignified no more to his purpoſe, than if he 
had (tuck in the Hypotheſes of meer matter, 


| and motion. Bur when he allow'd his grear 


Soalto be an intelleffual Being (as fi at 


{| laſt did) and that #r was i92menſe and erer- _ 


nal (as he was forced to do by his afferti- 


I on, that this ſox! was diffuſed throughthe- 
| ' whole maſs of his infinite and eternal c 

{| matter.) I ſhewed him, that in effe&he © _ 
was brought by his own principles to the. 
acknowledgment of a GOD , though he 
I gave him another 1 name, - Thus. 
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"Thus Sir, 1 anal my 1nfidel into all 
his ftartive holes, and retreats , anddrive 
him from one aſſertion ro another, its con- i 
tradiftory, and then back again upon the ſi 
firſt Theſis , and ſo up and down till ar 
length he began to be aſhamed of his ſhuf- 
fling, and conteſt that I had ſaid to him 
: more then he had heard, and ſome thinos 
thathe would conſeder. He deſired that 1 þ 
would eive him the ſubſtance of my diſ- 
_courſe in writing , which I prepared for 
him, and thall perhaps ere long g1ve an 
account of theſe , and other dependent 
martersto the publick. 
After the heat of our ingazement was 
_ over, l was willing to learn by what means | 
 hecame into that deſperate Infidelity, and 
underſtood from him, that he had run | 
through the ſeveral ſtages of modern Setts, 
hot ſtoppin? till he came down to that. 
_ fenk of Folly, and madveſs, Quakeriſm, 
 and-thence made a ftep into Atheiſm ; 
. which isnogreat leap; for Eaſt and Weſt 
«at long run meer, and arethe ſame, And 
: certainly he that places his Religion 1n opi- 
 710n5,and judgerh ir now to lie in this form 
of belief, and then in another ; when he 
comes to corſeder the a variety of S_ 8 
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lie confilivee of each in his owz - 
ings, the pretences of all to Srriprare, Rea- 
ſor, and Antiquity ; the antipathy they 
have one againſt another; and the dowbi- 
fulneſs , it not falſhood , of things , thar 
each of them hold [acred, and certain: Þ 
ſay, he that takes Religion to be an adbe- | 
renceto SedFs and Opinions, is upon the 
| Þ accounts mention'd, when he refle@s, in 
mighty danger of being an Atheiſt, And 
except he fx arlaſt upon the few , plain, 

acknowledg'd tſſentials of belief, and good 
life (if he be of an anxicas, inquiſitive 
mind, and not obſtinately reſolv'd in the 
way of his particular Seff,) *Tisa miracle 
it he ends not there at laſt, for he having 
eſtabliſht thi, Thar Religion conliſts in 
I the way, or form of {ome-party, orother 5 - 
and then having ſucceſſively deſerted thoſe 
| Se&sthathad moſt of his favour and af- 
| fe@ion ; andſo paſt from one to another, 

through all the ſteps of deſcent , when at 

Y Jength be is fallen our with the laſt, he 
| Þ hath nothing elſe to fly to but contemps 


Þ of all Religion, as 4 meer jucgle and Tm 


- poſture. ThiSIrook to be this Gentleman's 


| caſe; and I believe much of the geveral + 4 


| 4thriſz of our dayesis to be aſcribed to 
| this Cauſe, . Thus | 
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; ir, I have followed the bumour 


wi 


of writing, aSitlead me, and expe yourf 
pardon of this ramble., upon the accoung} 
of that liberty which vſes'to be allowed i 
intercourſes of this nature 3 and mor 
_ from thac Friendſhip with which you ar 
- _ Plealedtohonour;, 


